
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..." 

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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Message from the Provincial 
 

We are beginning the month of May, which, in Polish tradition, is 

dedicated to Mary. For us Oblates this is a special time. On May 21, our 

Superior General will announce a year dedicated to vocations. This year, 

this time is of particular importance, since May 13 marks the 100th 

anniversary of the apparitions of Fatima, when the Mother of God called 

the world to conversion, repentance, and prayer. As it turns out, her call 

is still relevant today. The third secret of Fatima describes an inhumane 

time of the persecution of Christians and the martyrdom of the “bishop 

clad in white”. This story partially unfolded differently: on May 13, 

1981, Ali Agca fired three shots at Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s 

Square. The third bullet, however, got stuck in the mechanism of the 

weapon. The assailant did not understand what happened: why did the 

Pope live? He asked the question: what was that Fatima secret all about, 

then? 
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As soon as John Paul II was released from the 
hospital, he spent the whole night in prayer at his 

private chapel by the statue of Our Lady of Fatima. It 
was then that he asked for the text of the third secret 
of Fatima, which was carefully stored in a Vatican 

safe. The Pope’s personal experiences pushed him into 
deeper contemplation and prayer, and a more joyful 

witnessing.  
 

Every year, the Easter season reminds us of the 
dramatic events of Good Friday, the doubts in the 
hearts of the apostles, but also of the joy of Easter 

morning. I really enjoy the way Pope Francis 
portrayed the events during the Paschal Vigil, when he 

said: 
  

 “Now that, like the two women, we have visited the 
tomb, I ask you to go back with them to the city.  Let 
us all retrace our steps and change the look on our 

faces.  Let us go back with them to tell the news…  In 
all those places where the grave seems to have the final 

word, where death seems the only way out.  Let us go 
back to proclaim, to share, to reveal that it is true: the 

Lord is alive!  He is living and he wants to rise again 

in all those faces that have buried hope, buried dreams, buried dignity.  If we cannot let the Spirit lead 

us on this road, then we are not Christians.  (…) Let us allow ourselves to be surprised by this new dawn 
and by the newness that Christ alone can give. May we allow his tenderness and his love to guide our steps.” 

 
To me, these events are enormously significant, because they remind each of us that our Christian, Oblate 

identity is to carry the Good News like Mary did. We are to allow the Holy Spirit to surprise us, to guide us 
on a new path. If we don’t allow for this, it means that the evangelical fire has died out in us. 

 
This month is an occasion for me to rejoice, along with Mary, singing a joyful Magnificat for all the work 
that God has done in my life. I never thought or dreamed that I would be provincial, and that I would 

receive so many of God’s graces. I want to thank all of you for your kindness, support, prayer, encouraging 
words, and testimonies of faith. I apologize for any impatient impulses, unnecessarily spoken words, and 

everything that may have saddened or hurt anyone. May the Resurrected Lord come, despite our “closed 

doors,” to once again say to us, “Peace be with you!”  

 
Fr. Marian Gil OMI 
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Fr. Alfred Grzempa, OMI 
 
On April 26, 2017, Fr. Alfred was appointed Provincial of the Missionary 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Assumption Province. His official installation will 
take place during the Oblate annual retreat on June 16, 2017. His appointment 

arrived while he was participating in the De Mazenod Experience in Aix-en-

Provence, France.   
 

Fr. Alfred Grzempa was born on May 31, 1964 in Chojnice, located in the 
southwestern region of the Pomorskie province in Poland. The region from 

which his family hails is one of the most picturesque parts of Poland.   
  

His childhood dream was to be a train operator - and he was working towards 
that goal at the trade school in Chojnice.  In his third year of studies, however, 
young Alfred heard in his heart the call to religious life and envisioned himself 

as a missionary working among the people of the developing world.  
  

He studied at the Oblate Juniorate from 1982 to 1985, when he immediately entered the novitiate at 
Swiety Krzyz, and then went on to the Oblate scholasticate in Obra. In 1992, Bishop Zdzislaw Fortuniak 

ordained him as a priest.  Fr. Fred was now ready for missionary work.  
  
His first assignment from his provincials was in Poznan, where he served for eight years: as a missionary 

preaching parish retreats across Poland for two years, and in the remaining six he worked for the "Misyjne 
Drogi" magazine.   

  
In October 2000, Fr. Alfred came to Canada. He served and learned English in Surrey, B.C., and later 

served the community of Melville, Saskatchewan. In 2002, Fr. Alfred became a pastoral associate at St. 
Eugene de Mazenod Mission in Brampton, until August 1, 2005, when he was named pastor of St. 
Casimir's Church in Toronto. Since then, Fr. Alfred has been a pastor at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

St. Catharines (from 2008 to 2014) and Holy Ghost parish in Winnipeg (from 2014 to 2017). Fr. Alfred's 
role model is, appropriately, the famous pastor of Ars, St. Jean-Marie Vianney.  

  
Fr. Alfred is the youngest of four children in his family. His two brothers and one sister continue to live in 

Chojnice, Poland. His parents passed away not having had the chance to see their son ordained.  
  
His favourite hobbies include reading about the lives of the saints, geography, and learning about and 

experiencing other cultures.  
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Passion Play  
 

During the second weekend of April, a Passion Play was 

performed for the first time at St. Maximillian Kolbe Parish. This 
was put together entirely by 27 parishioners, under the watchful 
eye of Sister Karolina Szymkowiak MChR. Their passionate 

acting, engagement in and re-enactment of the final days of the 

life of Jesus brought the great mystery of our salvation closer to 

us.  
 

Lukasz Orwinski’s great 
embodiment of the role of Jesus 
entranced viewers and brought them to a great meditation and empathy for our 

Saviour. Contributing also to the overall climate was the amazing set, created 
by Mariola, Kazimierz, and Agata Brozda, Jan Prymicz, Stanislaw 

Armatowicz, Jacek Milkowski, and Artur Jakubczak.  
 

During the scene where Jesus is met by Veronica on the 
Way of the Cross, our eyes were met by a Veronica’s 
beautiful veil with which she wiped the face of Jesus, with 

the beautiful depiction of our Saviour’s face, painted by 
Beata Wiekara.  

 
The actors, wearing costumes characteristic of people living in Jesus’ time, really 

committed themselves to their roles. This was thanks to the costumes rented for the 
production by Michal and Gabriela Kasprzak. The whole play was brought together 
by gorgeous and contemplative music by Chórek – the parish’s youth music ministry.  

 
 

The Passion Play was performed three 
times, in the hall beneath the church 

which was bursting at the seams every 
time. Viewers left the walls of St. 
Maximillian Kolbe with tears in their 

eyes, having witnessed Jesus Christ. 
 

 

  

The Last Supper 

Jesus is presented for judgment 

Veronica’s veil 

The cast of the Passion Play, Sister Karolina, and Fr. Janusz. 
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Doctoral Defense – Fr. Tomasz 

On Wednesday March 15, 2017 Fr. Tomek Krzesik presented his doctorate thesis titled The Issue of 

Purgatory in the Polish Preaching after the Vatican Council II at the John Paul II University in Krakow, Poland. 

He defended his thesis successfully in front of a large audience. The prestigious committee awarded Fr. 
Tomasz with a Doctorate in Theology. See below for comments from his peer reviewers: 

 
“The exceptional scholarly and pastoral success of this work lies in its ability to familiarize readers with the 
contemporary teachings of the Church on the matter of purgatory, while at the same time outlining the 

context in which the teachings were passed on to listeners through the preaching of homilies. This is 
especially present in chapters two, three, and four. It is worth noticing, also, that [Fr. Tomasz’s] argument 

is presented in a clear and logical way at all times, providing a brief summary of the past information while 
presenting the next investigative routes. This work is an independent and serious academic achievement, 

fully corresponding to the requirements of a doctoral thesis.” (Fr. Kazimierz Panus, head of the theological faculty 
in homiletics at the Papal University of John Paul II in Krakow) 

 

“The theoretical aspects of this thesis are made significant not only because of the interesting, extensive, 

and in-depth presentation of the teachings of the Catholic Church regarding purgatory – especially the 

changed approach after Vatican II – but also because of its relevance to homiletics and the way the author 
solidly established a desperate need for preaching about purgatory in the face of death. In a more practical 
dimension, the work could be very useful for preachers, as it gives precious advice regarding the 

proclamation of truths about purgatory and eschatological subjects in general – not only in homilies on All 
Souls Day, but also during funerary Masses and other celebrations. The author not only considers others’ 

experiences through careful analysis and accurate evaluations of published and delivered homilies, but 
also – as can be easily perceived – speaks from the position of an advanced theorist and experienced 

preacher and pastor.” (Fr. Adam Kalbarczyk, professor of the theological department at the Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Poznan). 

 

 



 
6 

 

  
 

March – April 2017                                                                                                                                  Volume 16 No. 2 
 

Doctorate Defense – Fr. Pawel 
Written by Fr. Pawel Ratajczak 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
On Monday, April 24th, 2017, I defended my doctorate thesis in front of a panel of three professors at the 

Gregorian University in Rome. This is one of the final stages of a doctorate degree at the Gregorian – I 
write only one of the final stages, because the thesis still needs to be published for the degree to be actually 

granted.  In fact, Karol Wojtyła did not publish the doctorate that he defended in 1948 at the Angelicum 
university in Rome, and only received his degree from that university some 30 years later – after becoming 

Pope. 
 

My research concerns participation and koinonia-communio in selected texts (from 1945 to 1978) of Karol 

Wojtyła. The thesis links these concepts with a spirituality of marriage. The following is a fragment of the 
presentation of the thesis, which explains the purpose of the work:  

 
What does a mere creature have in common with the infinite? Thinkers across the ages have tried to fathom the nature 
of the human being’s connection with the universal, or the Absolute.  Plato, for example, speculated about the existence 
of Forms, in which particulars participate. In the Christian tradition, Sacred Scripture, Church Fathers, theologians, 

and mystics have sought to explain humanity’s relationship with its Creator: is it indeed true that God, the Necessary 
Being, has given contingent creatures – men and women – the possibility of participating in the divine nature? In an 

original manner, Karol Wojtyła too delved into the notion of participation, and explored it in his theological and 
philosophical writings. His thoughts on the topic guided this doctoral dissertation. 

 

The chair of the Institute of Spirituality, Fr. Anton Witwer SJ, opened the proceedings.  I presented the 
research findings for 30 minutes.  Subsequently, the professor who guided my work – prof. Donna Orsuto 

– had a chance to present her analysis and ask questions. Then, the second reader – Fr. Pavulraj Michael 
SJ – also had an opportunity to voice his evaluation, and to pose questions.  Both professors pointed out 

the strengths and the weaknesses of my research.  All in all, the defence lasted 1.5 hours, and at the end, 
the thesis and the defence were officially accepted by the Gregorian.  After some refreshments at the 
university we enjoyed a festive supper at the General House.   
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I am grateful to the many people who were instrumental in bringing this academic project to a successful 
conclusion: the Province, the Provincial and the Superior General with their councils, my professors at the 

Gregorian, the Oblate community at the General House, the various proofreaders of the thesis, my parents 
and sisters, and the many people who supported this research with their prayers.   
 

To watch a video from the day, follow the link https://youtu.be/qgJtKcPcnYs 

 
 

Left: With Fr. Anton Witwer SJ, president of the Institute of 

Spirituality; Above: With Fr. Tadeusz Nowak OMI 

 

 

 
Festive meal at the General House 

https://youtu.be/qgJtKcPcnYs
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                                     + Fr. Richard Kosian 

1932-2017 
 

 
It is with great sadness that we report that Fr. Richard Kosian passed away on March 17, 2017 at 14:15 at 

Toronto General Hospital. He was 85 years old  
 
Fr. Kosian was born in 1932 in Trawniki, Opole province, Poland, 

to Sykstus and Gertrude née Polak. In 1947 he entered the Oblate 
juniorate at Lubliniec.  He then attended the novitiate at Markowice 

and went on to study philosophy and theology at the Oblate 
scholasticate in Obra (1952-1958).   
 

 

 

 
 

He was ordained to the priesthood on June 22, 1958 by 
Archbishop Antoni Baraniak. In 1959, Fr. Kosian began 

studying homiletics and pastoral psychology.  He 
subsequently worked as a pastoral assistant at Christ the King 
parish in Gorzow Wielkopolski and as a catechist at Zieleniec 

and Ulima.  From 1960-1969, he worked on missions and was 
stationed at Gorzow Wielkopolski, Katowice and 

Kedzierzyn. 
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A new period in his life, complete with new experiences, 
began in 1969 when he came to Canada.  For two years, 

Fr. Kosian worked as pastoral assistant at Holy Rosary 
parish in Edmonton, and later, at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
parish in Toronto.  From 1975-1981 he worked as pastor 

of St. Casimir's Church in Toronto, and from 1982-1994 
he was pastor of St. Hyacinth's parish in Ottawa.  He has 

served as pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish in 
St. Catharines since 1994. In 2008 he became a resident 

at St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish in Toronto and as of April 
2016 he lived at Copernicus Lodge Seniors Home where 
he resided until now.   

 
Fr. Kosian divided his time between pastoral work and his duties outside of the parish.  For 30 years, he 

was a member of the Friends of the Catholic University of Lublin. From 1977 to 1985 he led the Polish 
Priests' Conference of Eastern Canada and organized yearly pilgrimages to Midland. In 1983, the Vatican 

Secretary of State conferred upon Fr. Richard the responsibility of preparing the Polish community to meet 
Pope John Paul II at Exhibition Stadium in Toronto during the Holy Father's 1984 papal pilgrimage to 
Canada. Since 2001, Fr. Kosian has been a publicist for Czas-Zwiazkowiec through his weekly column, 

Zamyslenia nad Ewangeliami (Reflections on the Gospels).  

 

 
Fr. Kosian was an active author and published the following 

books and articles:   
Zarys literatury polskiej (Outline of Polish Literature), Edmonton 

1971 
W drodze na prymicje (On My Way to the First Mass),Toronto 1973 

Hipisi u fryzjera (Hipis at a Barber), Toronto 1974 

Zofia Truszkowska, Toronto 1975 

Dorobek duchowieństwa i zakonów polskich w USA i Kanadzie ( 
Spiritual Possessions of Polish Congregations in USA and Canada, 

Toronto 1978 
Wiersze (Poems), Lublin 1997 

Spojrzenie na Zycie (A Look at Life), Chicago 1999 

Zamyślenia nad Ewangeliami (Reflections on the Gospels - Parts I and II) 

For Answers Ask Your Heart, Toronto 2008 

Myslac o zyciu (Thinking about life - Parts I and IIX – poetry) 

Papa, we remember you…, China 2012 

100 Lat Towarzystwa Zywego Rozanca i imienia Jezus, Toronto 2013 

Historia Pierwszych Polakow w Toronto (History of First Poles in Toronto), 2015 
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Co-op Mission Program 2017 

 
Fr. Roman Majewski OMI was born on February 28, 1963 in 

Sulejowie in the Lodz dioceses. He completed Technikum Budowy 
i Remontu Maszyn Gorniczych (Construction and Repair of 

Mining Machines Technical College) in  Piotrkowie, Poland. Fr. 

Roman entered the novitiate of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate in 1983 and took his first vows on September 8th, 1984. 

During the years of 1984-1990 he studied philosophy and theology 
at the major seminary in Obra and was ordained on June 19, 1990. 

 
After his ordination, Fr. Roman began preparing for his vocation in 

Madagascar. He arrived in Madagascar in April of 1991 and began 
learning the language as well as the culture. His first mission was to 
Toamasina - Notre Dame de Lourdes (1992-1994). In 1994-1995 

Fr. Roman commenced formation training in Paris, and Lyonie, 
France. Following his stay in France he returned to Antananarivo 

– Soavimbahoaka in 1995 and in 1998 he became the superior. His 
vocation later on brought him to Fianarantsoa – Mahamanina 

(1999 -2003) and then to Antananarivo – Soavimbahoaka as the 
superior of the delegation (2003-2009). At the end of his term Fr. 
Roman  began  his sabbatical year. He returned to Fianarantsoa – 

Sahalava in 2011 and in 2016 he relocated to Toamasina – 
Tanamakoa where he is till this day.  

 
 

 

  
 

JUNE 

June 18  Wilno – St. Mary’s Parish 

June 25  St. Catharines – Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  

 

JULY 

July 2   Courtice – St. Therese Parish  

July 9  Brampton – St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish 

July 16   Toronto – St. Casimir’s Parish  

July 23   Mississauga – St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish  

July 30   Welland – Sts. Peter & Paul Parish 

 

AUGUST 

August 6 Toronto – St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish 

August 13 Toronto – Holy Angles Parish  

August 20  Ottawa – St. Hyacinth Parish  
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St. John Paul II Day, Toronto 
Written by Dorota Jasinski 

 

In 2015, the Canadian Parliament declared April 2nd as John Paul ll Day. The resolution calls Saint 

John Paul II a champion of dignity.  

 

On April 2, 2017, the observance of this special day 

began with a solemn Mass at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in 

Toronto. On this occasion, the church was decorated with 

flags of Poland, Canada and the Vatican. Beside the altar, on 

a pedestal draped with a Vatican flag and surrounded by first 

flowers of spring, stood a portrait of St. John Paul, and below 

it was an illuminated spot of his relics. 

 

 

The Eucharist began with a procession of Polish Scouts ZHP in 

Canada, while St. Cecylia choir “Echo”, under the direction of Mr. 

Stanislaw Demski, sung the Holy Father’s favourite hymn “Barka”. Next to 

approach the altar, led by an honour cortege of the Knights of Columbus 

and carrying relics of St. John Paul, were children from the St. Stanislaus 

Polish School, under the directorship of Mrs. Dorota Jasinska, altar servers, 

Eucharistic ministers and Oblate Fathers celebrating the Eucharist: pastor of 

the parish, Fr. Wojciech Kurzydlo; Fr. Richard Wolak; Director of MAMI, 

Fr. Adam Filas and the Provincial of the Missionary Oblates, Fr. Marian 

Gil, who presided over the Eucharist. 

 

 

 

Among the faithful gathered in the church were members of parish organizations, as well as 

members of various Polish social and veteran organizations. Also present were: the Chairman of the 

Board of KPK and former MP, Wladyslaw Lizon; former MP, Ted Opisz; former City of Toronto 

councillor, Chris Korwin-Kuczynski, and ZHP Canada district president, Halina Sanding.  

Scouts in front of St. Stan’s, 

beginning the procession – 

Photo by Camila Budylowski 

Fr. Wojtek, Fr. Marian, Fr. Richard, and Fr. Adam 

celebrate Mass– Photo by Wanda Chwalebska 
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In his welcoming remarks to the assembled, Fr. Wojciech Kurzydlo said, 

“Today we want to thank God for our extraordinary countryman, whose 

legacy we wish to pass on to the world now and to future generations…”  

In his homily, Fr. Marian Gil devoted his reflections to St. John Paul’s 

character, recalling his tremendous influence on the course of world 

history and strengthening the faith of millions of Catholics.  

 

After the Mass, many of those present formed a 200-metre procession and 

marched to Queen’s Park, the Ontario Legislative Assembly, where the 

Vatican flag was raised to commemorate John Paul ll Day. While John 

Paul II was a Pole, everyone is invited to observe his day in Toronto.    

 

 

 

  

The Vatican Flag flying high at Queen’s 

Park – Photo by Wanda Chwalebska 

Fr. Marian gives remarks at Queen’s 

Park – Photo by Camila Budylowski 

The procession down Queen Street West – Photo by 

Wanda Chwalebska 
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Annual Pilgrimage to Wilno 
Written by Fr. Janusz Blazejak OMI, photos by Zdzislaw Jachna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, April 22 our yearly pilgrimage to St. Mary’s in Wilno, in the Canadian Kaszuby, took place. 
It was organized for the fifteenth year by the Conference of Polish Priests, in honour of the Feast of Divine 
Mercy. Beautiful weather attracted an unprecedented number of pilgrims to Wilno, as for the first time in 

fifteen years there were over ten coach busses and organized groups. Pilgrims hailed from Mississauga, 
Brampton, Toronto, Scarborough, Oshawa; and for the first time we had groups from Ottawa’s St. 

Hyacinth Parish, Burlington’s St. Gabriel Parish, and Kingston’s Christ the King Parish.  
 

The celebration was presided over by Archbishop 
Waclaw Depo from Czestochowa, who was invited by 
the Conference of Polish Preists, and over twenty priests 

participated in the Mass. In his homily, Archbishop 
Depo underlined 

the unfathomable 
depths of God’s 

Mercy, which we 
all experience, as 
long as we 

remain open to 
God’s work in 

our lives. 

 

Crowds fill St. Mary’s church 

Archbishop Depo celebrates the Solemn Mass 
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Feast of Divine Mercy – St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
 

On Sunday, April 23, St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish celebrated the 

Solemnity of Divine Mercy. The parish gave thanks to God for his 
boundless mercy, which we all experience on a daily basis in our lives, and 

above all, they gave thanks for God’s blessing in the form of their Chapel 

of Perpetual Adoration.  

 
Archbishop Waclaw Depo from Czestochowa presided over the Solemn 
Mass, and gave a very moving homily. Afterwards, Archbishop Depo 

blessed the Holy Family/Pro-Life Monument, which serves as a witness 
to the fundamental truth that human life is a sacred gift of God; the figure 

of Our Lady of Fatima, sponsored by the parish’s Rosary Family on the 
occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Fatima apparitions; and the new 

church entrance, the construction of which was completed this year. 
During the Mass, the relics of St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta were 
officially installed, right next to the relics of St. John Paul II.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Besides the Archbishop and the crowds of the faithful 
that gathered, the event was also attended by many 
honourable guests, including: Consul General 

Grzegorz Morawski, Chaplain Mariusz Trojanowski, 
Mayor of Mississauga Bonnie Crombie, Councilor 

John Kovac, Wladyslaw Lizon, Fr. Tadeusz Rydzyk, 
as well as a number of Missionary Sisters of Christ 

the King and Oblate Fathers. 

 

Archbishop Depo blesses the figure 

of Our Lady of Fatima 

Special guests and parishioners fill the church until it is almost bursting at the seams 

Abp. Depo and Fr. Blazejak receive the relics 

of St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
Fr. Marian looks on as Abp. Depo blesses the 

Holy Family/Pro-Life Monument 
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Thank-You Letter 
 

Please see the below for a thank-you letter from Fr. Krzysztof Zielenda regarding the Oblate Cross 
located in the Chapel of First Vows at Aix-en-Provence, sponsored by our province in honour of the 200th 
anniversary of our congregation. 

 

 

 

Aix-en-Provence, April 17 2017 
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CROCUS 
 

The CROCUS meeting took place from March 6 to 11, 
2017, in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, Canada. 

Lacombe province hosted this gathering, and in inviting 
us to Yellowknife, gave us the opportunity to experience 

northern missions. During this week, we discussed a 
variety of matters and attended an exciting Province 

Day. 
 

We dedicated a good amount of time to sharing what 

we have learned as CROCUS leaders during the past six 
years, and what legacy we want to pass on to future 

CROCUS leaders. Fr. Warren Brown OMI, General 
Councilor, gave a presentation informing leaders of the 

many different events taking place at the Oblate World 
and General Administration level. We reviewed a list of past CROCUS activities, followed up on four 
areas of our collaboration which emerged from the Joint Session in 2015, discussed formation programs in 

our region, and prepared for the 2021 Joint Session which will take place at the Queen of Apostles 
Renewal Centre in Mississauga from June 20-27. We discussed the upcoming Young Oblates Congress of 

the US-Canada region, which will take place at Notre Dame du Cap Retreat House in Quebec in 2018. 
We also met with Bishop Mark Hagemoen and Father Marek Pisarek OMI from the Mackenzie/Fort 

Smith diocese, who gave us in-depth presentations on the situation of the Catholic Church in their 
diocese, and the challenges which they face while working with native communities. For the first time, 
Brother Jason Rossignol joined the CROCUS group, and participants discussed his role within the 

leadership, and of brothers within our US-Canada region. 
  

During Province Day, we were invited to visit one of the Oblate missions in Behchoko. Our host of 
the day was the pastor at St. Michael’s Parish in Behchoko, Fr. Wieslaw Szatanski OMI. CROCUS 

members had the privilege to attend a “hand games” tournament, organized by the native community. At 
the beginning of this event, the Oblates were asked to come to the centre of the stadium, and the 
provincial of the OMI Lacombe province, Fr. Ken Forester OMI, led us in opening prayer and the 

blessing of the competitors, spectators, and arena. Following the prayer, we watched the competition 
between different tribe groups. After this event, the chief of the Behchoko community government, 

Clifford Daniels, gave us a tour of the government offices and the newly built sportsplex. He gave a 
presentation on the history and operations of their government. We were privileged to share lunch in the 

offices of the grand chief, Eddie Erasmus. After lunch, Fr. Wieslaw organized a memorable ski-do 
excursion to the fishing grounds of the local Dene people, where we observed the masterful technique of 
the native ice-fishers. Thanks to their skills, we had a chance to taste the fresh, delicious walleye fish, 

which were prepared by the native people in a nearby cottage. One of the elders of the local Dene 
community Jean Baptiste shared the history and traditions of his people with us. 
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It was a very eye-opening experience in many different ways: learning about the culture and 
traditions of northern native people, while having first hand experiences with the challenges missionaries 

face in this part of the Oblate world. Although the temperature was -36 degrees Celsius, the native 
community and Oblates working in this region welcomed us very warmly.  

 

    
    

 
 
 

 
Ice Fishing Excursion 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CROCUS members with Bp. Hagemoen, 
Diocese of Mackenszie-Fort Smith 

The community gathered for a native “hand games” 
tournament 
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Oblate Youth and Vocation Ministry 
By Fr. Marcin Serwin OMI 

 
The state of the Oblate Youth and Vocation Ministry in Assumption Province, Canada, is as follows: 

 

Youth Ministry 
Our Province presently has youth groups in every larger parish we have. Some groups are stronger, some 
are weaker, but what needs to be pointed out is that there is initiative put forth for them. Many factors play 

in towards the success of our groups, but mainly it plays down to how much time the given youth minister 
can and is willing to give to the youth, as well as the overall priority the youth is given at the parish level. 

The membership breakdown of our youth groups that I am aware of are the following: 
 
St. Maximilian Kolbe: 

- Teenage Youth Group (weekly) – 85 members 

- Student Youth Group (weekly) – 60 members 

- Sunday Youth Conferences (monthly) – 130 members 

St. Casimirs: 

- Teenage Youth Group (weekly) – 10 members 

- Student Youth Group (weekly) – 15 members 

St. Eugene de Mazenod: 

- Teenage Youth Group (weekly) – 25 members 

- Student Youth Group (weekly) – 15 members  

St. Theresa, Courtice 

- Teenage Youth Group (weekly) – 20 members 

- Student Youth Group (weekly) – IN THE MAKING 

Holy Ghost 

- Teenage Youth Group (weekly) – 35 

 
Other parishes also have initiatives but I do not know details.  
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The parishes had various initiatives this year with their youth. To name a few: 
 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish:   

- The Passion of Christ for Easter 

- Theology of the Body (presentations throughout the year) 

- 2 full series of retreats for Advent and Lent 

- Pilgrimage to Rome (August 2017 – 70 members) 

- Survival integrational camps 

- Regular volunteering at Wawel Villa retirement home 

- Monthly social events 

- March for Life (May 11, 2017) 

St. Casimir’s 

- Local social events 

- Youth stations of the cross for the parish 

- Sunday Fundraising events 

- Others… 

St. Eugene de Mazenod 

- Youth trip to New York City with younger group 

- Youth trip to Ottawa with older group 

- Shadows theater during Lent for the Parish 

- Catholic book club for older group 

St. Theresa, Courtice 

- Hockey tournament 

- Survival Camp 

- Youth retreat (Lent) 

- Pizza and Movie nights 

- Trip to Oshawa 

- March for Life (Pending) 

 
I think much more can be done, especially in the area of school ministry, but I think we have to first stabilize 
our programs that we have for the youth to make sure they are actually going through some sort of formation 

and not just a meeting system that is entirely up to the given priest. This will give our groups continuity and 
regularity.  

 
Also, in regards to St. Maximilian Kolbe parish, after the big World Youth Day year last year, this was the 

first formational year where we began to form bonds within the group. We were able to have a pretty well 
working youth leadership group that organized events and decentralized the organizing from only the father 
to them taking responsibility. I think the group needs, if possible at least one more year of stability in order 
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to really understand that the youth group is not the priest and how “fun” he may be, but that it is the 
community they build.  

 

Vocations: 
This year we had 3 young men doing regular “Shadowing Program” visits with me. Out of them, 1 is ready 

to enter into the formation program, the rest need at least a year. The very good news is that from September 
2017 I will have 7 youth who want to commence the shadowing program. Out of that 7, 4 young men are 

very serious prospects for the seminary.  

 

 
Fr. Pawel Nyrek and the participants in the Come and See Weekend retreat 

 

The Come-and-See Weekend 

 
In the days of April 28-30 2017, the annual Assumption Province “Come and See” youth weekend took 

place at Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre, from all parishes in the GTA. This year had 13 participants at 
the retreat. The retreat was focused on discerning a vocation to Oblate religious life. The retreat consisted 
of 6 conferences, Masses, Prayer, and Adoration. The conferences consisted of talks about how to discern, 

the vocation, many personal Oblate vocation stories, religious life, vows, community life, and the works of 
missionary priests and brothers. As Vocations Director I had the time to speak to all the young men 

individually about their call and any concerns or questions they may have. The retreat allowed the 13 
participants to receive a greater knowledge of what the Oblate life is like, not only in Assumption Province 

but around the world. The community we were able to build in those few days also showed me that the 
young men really felt the Oblate charism. 
 

In a special way I want to thank all those who took the time to give their witness at the retreat, Frs. Dimitri 
Zamieniowski, Piotr Koman, Piotr Nowak, Mariusz Wilk, Wojciech Kurzydlo, Pawel Nyrek, Br. Tadeusz 

Orzechowski, and Chris Pulchny. It really showed the young men that the Oblate family is strong and that 
each one of us had a personal call we had to answer to.  I also want to thank my community for making it 

possible for me to leave for this retreat.  
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Family Radio - Radiothon 
 

The Oblate Family Radio hosted a radiothon on Monday, April 24, 2017, in order to raise funds 
for their daily broadcasts which take place from 8-10pm on the commercial radio station AM 530. The 

radio airwaves cover the area of approximately 200 kilometres surrounding Toronto. During these two 
hours which were dedicated to fundraising, listeners not only committed themselves to support the radio 

program but also gave testimonies to how the Radio impacts their life. One of the truck drivers who 
regularly listens to the program was even listening to this broadcast in the United States, thanking the 

radio for the spiritual food which for him is very valuable when he is on the road, and immersed in the 
business and challenges of daily life. This program responds to the needs of many young families, but also 
to the needs of the sick, elderly, or lonely, who are waiting for spiritual nourishments in their own 

language. Quite often, they state that the radio programme is their window to the world, and a frequent 
visitor to their home.  

 
The radiothon was conducted by businessmen, families, as well as the Provincial of the Missionary 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Assumption Province. During this time, over 100 people phoned in, 
committing themselves to financial support for the Family Radio. We raised about $35,000 during that 
evening, thanks to the generosity of individuals, but also a variety of businesses. We thank all our parishes 

and those who took part in this fundraising initiative for their dedication and generosity. We are 
increasingly aware of the important role of media in our daily lives, especially in sowing the seeds of hope 

in the hearts of those who feel rejected and forgotten. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the scenes at the Radiothon, April 24 2017 
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Easter District Meeting 

 
The Missionary Oblates from the Toronto district, gathered on Tuesday, April 18th at St. Stanislaus 

Kostka Church for a traditional Easter breakfast and meeting. This fraternal gathering featured many 
delicious Easter dishes, and good conversations. Joining us were two visiting priests, Fr. Daniel Biedniak 

OMI and Fr. Dimitri Zaniamonski OMI, who blessed our parishes with amazing retreats during lent. Fr. 

Daniel has since made his way back to Poland, while Fr. Dimitri remains with us a while longer in order 
to facilitate summer replacements where needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Fr. Daniel Biedniak and our hosts: Fr. 
Wojtek Kurzydlo, pastor at St. Stanislaus parish, 
and the chefs that prepared the delicious meal 
 
Below: The community gathered in the parish 
hall of St. Stanislaus’ church. 
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Provincial Administration - Personnel Changes 
 
I would like to welcome our two new staff members: 
 

Anna Olejniczak, who has been with us since 
November of 2016, was working part-time as the 

Provincial Secretary. From May 1, 2017, Anna 
will work in our accounting department helping 

Mark Garczynski. We thank her for her dedication 
and work at the office of the Provincial during this 
time of transition. Ania comes from St. 

Maximillian Kolbe parish in Mississauga. She is a 
mother of two lovely children, and has a 

background in bookkeeping and accounting. We 
trust that her experience in this field will be of 

great help to our treasurer’s office. 
 
 

 
 

 
On April 18, 2017, Natalia Banaszak started a full-

time position as the Provincial Secretary. Natalia 
comes from St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in 
Brampton, where she worked for about a year as 

an administrative assistant in the secretary’s office. 
Natalia has recently completed her Master’s 

degree in Photo Preservation and Collections 
Management, and we trust that she will be a great 

help not only to the provincial administration but 
also to the archivists because of her education and 
experience. We wish her many of God’s graces for 

this very important ministry to our province.  
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Cottage Clean-Up 
 

We would like to thank all of the Fathers who, very bravely, helped out in the spring cleaning of 
the grounds surrounding the cottage. This included the very physically demanding task of uprooting an 
enormous tree, which was threatening to fall onto the cottage. Special thanks go to Fr. Janusz Blazejak, 

Fr. Jacek Nosowicz, Fr. Wojtek Blach, Fr. Wojtek Kurzydlo, Fr. Dimitri Zaniamonski, and Fr. Piotr 

Koman for all their hard work. 
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       Our Lady Queen of Poland, Edmonton 
      

Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWwSxCI

SktU&feature=youtu.be 
 

Resurrection Mass 

Jesus’ Tomb 

Jesus’ Tomb 

 

Triduum Celebrations in Our Parishes 
 

Holy Rosary Parish, Edmonton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWwSxCISktU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWwSxCISktU&feature=youtu.be
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Paschal Vigil  

Blessing of the Easter baskets  

St. Henry’s Parish, Melville 
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Holy Thursday  

Blessing of the 

Easter baskets 

and the  

Paschal Vigil 

St. Maximillian Kolbe, Mississauga 
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Resurrection Mass   
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Good Friday  

Good Friday  

Resurrection Mass   

St. Therese Parish, Courtice 
 


