
	
	

	

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..." 

- St. Eugene de Mazenod -	
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas  and a Blessed New Year! 
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Christ is born for us, 
let us rejoice in the day of our salvation! 

	
		

On this day, Jesus, the Saviour is 
born of the Virgin Mary.  

The Crib makes us see the “sign” 
which God has given us: “a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger” (Lk 2:12).  
Like the shepherds of Bethlehem, 

may we too set out to see this sign, 
this event which is renewed yearly 

in the Church.  
 Pope Francis 2015 
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Christmas Message from the Provincial 

 
An Oblate seminarian shared with me a Christmas story about his meeting with children who were 
preparing for First Communion. Just before Christmas he brought them to the church to the Christmas crib 
asking them to look attentively at this nativity scene. He also asked them a question, “Who would you 
identify with the most while you are looking at the Nativity scene?” Some children responded, “I would 
identify myself with Mary, others with shepherds”. Some children identified themselves even with animals 
but a majority identified with Joseph. He was very curious why Joseph was such a popular person.  He 
asked, “Why do you see Joseph as a person you want to identify with?” And they responded, “Because 
he is so caring and attentive to the needs of the Holy family”.  
 
This story gives me an opportunity also to express my gratitude to each member of our province.  I would 
like to thank you for being generous with your time and talents while serving other people and our 
province. Each one of us needs to be appreciated and recognized for who we are and what we do. 
Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to say thank you for dedicating your life to the service and ministry of 
our congregation. May Jesus who came to this world to make us well and help us to be human and saints 
continue to bless us in our religious life and Oblate mission. May His light and love continue to lead us in 
our Christian journey.   
 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 
Fr. Marian Gil OMI  
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception of our Blessed Mother 

	
On	 the	 Feast	 Day	 of	 the	 Solemnity	 of	 the	
Immaculate	 Conception	 of	 the	 Blessed	 Virgin	
Mary,	 Missionary	 Oblates	 of	 Mary	 Immaculate	
gather	 around	 the	 world	 to	 celebrate.	 In	 the	
Toronto	 District	 this	 year,	 about	 130	 priests	 and	
lay	 associates	 gathered	 at	 Queen	 of	 Apostles	
Renewal	 Centre	 in	Mississauga	 to	 celebrate.	 The	
celebration	 began	 with	 the	 Holy	 Eucharist,	 with	
Bp.	Douglas	Crosby	OMI	as	presider	and	homilist.		
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During	 mass	 representatives	 from	 parish	 councils	
from	 our	 Oblate	 parishes	 and	 	 ministries	 joined	
Bishop	 Crosby	 for	 the	 Commissioning	 Prayer.	
During	 the	 commissioning	 prayer	 they	were	 asked		
not	 only	 to	 pray	 for	 the	 Oblates	 but	 also	 to	work	
with	the	Oblates	more	closely	in	seeking	new	ways	
of	 evangelizations	 in	 order	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 those	
who	are	poor,	 rejected	and	no	 longer	partaking	 in	

the	gifts	of	the	Holy	Eucharist.		They	received	a	letter	
from	the	Superior	General	Fr.	Louis	Lougen	OMI	and	
an	 Oblate	 rosary.	 	 	 Following	Mass	 all	 partook	 in	 a	
festive	 and	 delicious	 lunch.	 Guests	 in	 attendance	
included	 the	 Consul	 of	 Poland,	 President	 of	 the	
Polish-Canadian	Congress,	Honorary	Oblates,	parents	
and	 families	 of	 Oblates,	 employees	 of	 Assumption	
Province	and	people	of	lay	collaborators	who	support	
and	participate	 in	 the	mission	of	Missionary	Oblates	
of	Mary	Immaculate.		
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Meeting with Thomas Cardinal Collins  
Submitted by Danuta & Krzysztof Wojcik 

	
Danuta	&	Krzysztof	Wojcik	have	been	part	of	 the	Domestic	 church	 for	 the	 last	19	years.	Here	 is	 the	 report	
what	 this	 church	movement	has	been	doing	at	 St.	Maximillian	Kolbe	Parish	 in	Mississauga	and	many	other	
parishes	in	Ontario.		

	
On	Sunday	November	27,	2016	at	St.	Maximilian	Kolbe	parish	a	conference	was	held	for	married	couples	 in	
our	parish	led	by	His	Eminence	Thomas	Cardinal	Collins.	After	the	lighting	of	the	candle	by	the	moderator	of	
the	Domestic	Church	Mississauga	region,	Fr.	Grzegorz	Nowak	OMI	 led	us	 in	prayer	 to	 the	Divine	Mercy	and	
welcomed	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 to	 our	 meeting.	 Fr.	 Janusz	 Blazejak,	 OMI	 welcomed	 our	 guest	 and	 Margaret	
Olszewski	introduced	the	Domestic	Church	group	mission	as	well	as	gave	a	short	history	of	our	organization.	
	
The	 main	 focus	 of	 the	 formation	 of	 our	 group	 is	 within	 our	 own	 families.	 It	 includes	 daily	 conversations,	
praying	 within	 our	 marriage,	 praying	 together	 as	 a	 family,	 daily	 Bible	 readings	 and	 deepening	 our	
understanding	of	the	Bible.	It	also	includes	dialogue	within	the	marriage.	This	happens	between	the	wife	and	
husband	in	the	presence	of	Jesus	Christ	who	is	represented	with	a	lit	candle.	The	work	continues	on	improving	
ourselves,	our	relations	within	our	family	and	attendance	at	various	retreats.	 	Meetings	within	the	Domestic	
Church	help	us	to	change	our	 lives	as	well	as	they	help	us	to	 identify	our	talents	and	gifts	which	we	receive	
from	God.	We	 can	 share	 these	 gifts	
and	talents	with	others	by	engaging	
ourselves	 within	 the	 Domestic	
Church	 but	 also	 by	 going	 outside	
into	the	parish	community.		
A	lot	of	members	from	the	Domestic	
Church	are	 involved	 in	other	church	
groups,	 provide	 support	 to	 the	
parish	 as	 well	 as	 participate	 in	
courses	and	congresses	organized	by	
the	parish.	

	

Fr.	Janusz	Blazejak,	OMI	and	Thomas	Cardinal	Collins		
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Cardinal	Collins	thanked	everyone	in	attendance	as	well	as	showed	his	gratitude	for	the	fact	that	there	is	such	
an	organization	involving	families	and	spouses.	He	stated	that	it	is	a	very	important	indication	of	our	times,	as	

family	is	fundamental	and	most	important	in	upbringing	of	
our	 future	 generations.	 	 However	 this	 cannot	 be	
accomplished	 if	 spouses	 don’t	 fully	 live	 by	 the	 values	 of	
our	faith.		It	is	an	essential	foundation	in	which	we	create	
in	 our	 families	 thanks	 to	 such	 groups	 as	 the	 Domestic	
Church.	We	 live	 in	 times	which	carry	many	risks	and	only	
with	joint	actions	can	we	stand	up	in	protecting	values	that	
flow	from	the	Gospel.	Cardinal	Collins	emphasised	that	as	
a	 church	 they	 try	 to	 do	 as	 much	 as	 possible	 in	 order	 to	
overcome	 all	 dangers	 and	 demoralization	 of	 society.	
However,	without	the	support	of	people	and	communities	
their	efforts	are	limited.	

	
The	Cardinal	also	mentioned	all	other	dangers	which	can	
destroy	a	marriage	and	family,	especially	alcohol.	 	As	 it	
opens	 the	doors	 to	 the	use	of	 drugs,	 pornography	and	
other	 addictions	 which	 are	 brought	 on	 by	 the	 fast	
growing	technology	 	which	was	not	present	 in	previous	
years.	All	these	are	the	cause	of	depression	and	the	loss	

of	willingness	 to	 live.	The	world	provides	a	solution	to	 individuals	with	depression	 in	 form	of	euthanasia	on	
demand	as	it	is	already	present	in	Holland.	
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A	great	responsibility	lies	not	only	on	the	church	and	parishes	but	also	on	the	main	unit	which	is	family.	It	is	
dependent	on	our	life	style,	our	values	by	which	we	live	everyday	which	we	as	well	as	other	members	of	our	
family	base	their	decisions	and	actions	on.	Such	organizations	as	the	Domestic	Church	are	ideal	in	these	times	
and	thanks	to	the	guidance	of	our	priests	these	organizations	will	blossom	and	provide	fruit.	God	wants	to	do	
wonders,	but	not	alone,	He	uses	us	as	His	vessels.	

	
We	would	 like	 to	 thank	 Father	 Janusz	 Blazejak,	 OMI	 for	 organizing	 this	meeting	with	 Cardinal	 Collins.	 This	
demonstrates	that	we	had	chosen	the	right	path	for	our	marriage.	Knowing	the	views	of	the	individuals	who	
were	chosen	to	guide	our	church	is	very	important	for	our	organization	which	is	the	Domestic	Church.	
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200th Anniversary of Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate  
and 27th International Festival of Religious Songs 

Submitted	by	Kinga	Fasciszewska	
	

	
This	year’s	27th	Annual	Festival	of	Religious	Songs	took	place	on	November	19th	and	20th		at	Pope	John	Paul	II	
Polish	Cultural	 Centre	 in	Mississauga.	 In	 the	 Jubilee	 Year	 of	 the	 200th	Anniversary	 of	 the	 foundation	of	 the	
Missionary	Oblates	of	Mary	Immaculate,	the	festival	centered	on	the	theme	chosen	by	St.	Eugene	de	Mazenod	
“He	sent	me,	 to	spread	 the	Good	News	 to	 the	poor”.	The	performers	of	 this	event	 include	 local	artists	and	
guests	invited	from	Poland.	Such	guests	invited	from	Poland	were	Gitary	Niepokalanej	and	Dorota	Osinka.		

	
	

	

Melisa	Stolarz	
Sandra	Walfisz	

Karolina	Podolak	
Bro.	Dawid	Stefaniszyn,	OMI	



	
	

	

	9	
	

November – December 2016         Volume 15 No. 6 
 

Gitary	 Nipokalanej	 is	 a	 group	 of	 five	 scholastics	 from	 the	 Seminary	 of	 the	 Missionary	 Oblates	 of	 Mary	
Immaculate	in	Obra,	Poland.	Brother	Cezary,	Br.	Zbigniew,	Br.	Arkadiusz,	Br.	Dawid	and	Br.	Sebastian	are	the	
current	members	of	this	group.	
	
Between	 performed	
songs	 these	 young	
seminarians	 shared	
with	 the	 audience	
personal	
testimonials	 of	 their	
faith	 as	 well	 as	 a	
short	 biography	 of	
St.	 Eugene	 de	
Mazenod	 founder	 of	
the	 Missionary	
Oblates.	 After	
returning	 to	 Poland	
Brother	 Cezary		
wrote	 in	 his	 email	
that	 their	 visit	 to	
Assumption	 Province	
and	participating	in	Festival	Of	Religious	Songs	was	very	intense	but	at	the	same	time	it	was	most	memorable	
from	all	the	events	in	the	history	of	their	group.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Gitary	Niepokalanej	
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Anna	Wojcik,	Pawel	Szczepanek,	Karolina	Podolak	

	
Dorota	Osinska	performed	alongside	her	band;	Paweł	Stankiewicz,	Szymon	Linette	and	Piotr	Banaszek	left	the	
audience	in	awe.	The	audience	was	left	with	an	unforgettable	impression	after	hearing	her	interpretation	of	
songs	and	a	deep	symbolic	content.		
 

 
 

 
   
 
   
  
 
 
         
 
 

Nazaretanskie	Nut
ki	

Dorota	Osinska	



	
	

	

	11	
	

November – December 2016         Volume 15 No. 6 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kinga	Mitrowska	 Bro.	Zbigniew	Halemba	OMI	
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Rorate Mass – Advent program for children 
 based on the life of blessed Fr. Joseph Cebula, OMI  

Submitted by Fr. Wojciech Kurzydlo, OMI 
	
Advent	 is	 an	 exceptional	 time	of	 the	 liturgical	 year	when	we	
wait	 and	 prepare	 for	 the	 celebration	 of	 the	 Nativity	 of	 Our	
Lord,	 Jesus	 Christ.	 As	 part	 of	 this	 preparation,	 Fr.	 Wojciech	
Kurzydło,	OMI	at	St.	Stanislaus	Kostka	Church	leads	the	rorate	
program	for	the	children	and	the	faithful	in	which	he	brings	to	
our	 knowledge	 blessed	 Fr.	 Joseph	 Cebula,	 OMI.	 The	 Rorate	
program	 started	 on	 the	 First	 Sunday	 of	 The	 Advent,	 on	
November	27th	and	continued	through	the	Advent	season	on	

Sundays	 at	 10:30	 am,	 before	
11:00	am	Mass.		
The	form	of	the	Rorate	program	consists	of	”climbing”	the	steps	of	the	ladder	
to	 heaven	 by	 analyzing	 the	 virtues	 of	 the	 character	 of	 blessed	 Fr.	 Joseph	
Cebula,	 OMI.	 It	 also	 consists	 of	 writing	 the	 diary	 titled	 “The	 Love	 Truly	
Vanquishes”.	At	each	meeting,	children	
learn	 the	 specific	 periods	 of	 life	 of	
blessed	 Fr.	 Joseph	 Cebula,	 OMI	
through	 audio	 listening,	 and	 the	
thorough	 and	detailed	 explanations	 of	
Father	Wojciech.	Then,	they	are	invited	
to	write	 their	 own	 diary	 at	 home	 and	
fill	 out	 a	 quiz	 for	 the	 following	 rorate	

meeting.	A	quiz	is	selected	via	a	draw	and	as	a	prize,	the	statue	of	the	
Blessed	 Virgin	Mary	 comes	 to	 the	 child’s	 home,	 so	 the	 children	 can	
pray	 to	 her	 along	 with	 the	 family.	 So	 far,	 Father	 Wojciech	 has	
introduced	 the	 childhood	 and	 youth	 periods	 of	 life	 of	 blessed	 Fr.	
Joseph	 Cebula,	 OMI.	 Also,	 Father	 Wojciech	 has	 spoken	 of	 the	 path	
taken	by	blessed	Fr.	 Joseph	Cebula,	OMI	 to	 the	Oblate	Congregation	
and	the	beginning	of	his	life	as	a	priest.	Fr.	Wojciech	also	gave	details	
regarding	the	patience,	obedience,	endurance,	mercy,	friendship	and	good	example	as	the	main	traits	of	the	
life	of	blessed	Fr.	Joseph	Cebula,	OMI.  
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Brilliant! They won’t be expecting that 
Submitted by Fr. Wojciech Stangel, OMI 

 
 

I	 was	 sitting	 and	 wondering	 what	 is	 it	 that	
makes	Christmas	so	special.	 	 	Everyone	knows	
that	Christmas	is	about	the	birth	of	baby	Jesus	
and	the	story	of	the	Holy	Family.		But	this	year	
had	to	be	a	little	different.		What	better	way	to	
show	what	Christmas	is	all	about	than	through	
the	 eyes	 of	 children.	 	 This	 year,	 Fr.	Wojciech	
Stangel	 OMI,	 along	 with	 two	 catechists	
Magdalena	 Hofman	 and	 Stefanie	 Glowacki,	
gathered	 a	 group	 of	 young	 families	 from	 St.	
Maximilian	 Kolbe	 Church	 and	 embarked	 on	 a	
mission	 to	 show	what	God	may	have	 thought	
when	He	staged	the	coming	of	our	saviour.	
	

The	 performance	 took	 place	 on	 the	 second	 Sunday	 of	 Advent	 during	 the	 homily	 and	 followed	 a	 brief	
introduction	by	the	presiding	priest.	 In	the	performance,	God	spoke	about	His	unhappiness	with	the	sinning	
world.		He	spoke	to	archangels	and	said	that	to	combat	the	world’s	evil	He	did	not	want	to	send	a	warrior,	as	
that	would	be	too	obvious.		He	chose	to	send	a	newborn	baby	as	nobody	would	be	expecting	that.		The	angels	
suggested	 a	 palace	 as	 a	 possible	 birth	 place,	 but	 God	
spoke	again	and	said	that	a	stable	would	be	sufficient	as	
nobody	 would	 be	 expecting	 that.	 	 So	 truly	 what	 were	
people	 expecting?	 	 Definitely	 not	what	 the	 Lord	 had	 in	
mind.	 	 He	 prepared	 a	 surprising	 setting	 that	 went	
beyond	 peoples’	 expectations.	 	 However,	 He	 did	 not	
leave	 people	 wondering	 how	 to	 find	 Jesus.	 	 He	 gave	
them	a	star	that	would	lead	those	who	were	looking	for	
Him.	 	With	 the	 Lord’s	 permission	 the	 angels	 in	 heaven	
sang	a	beautiful	and	 touching	song.	 	The	moving	words	
of	 the	song	brought	an	 incredible	sense	of	 the	moment	
that	 resulted	 in	 tears	 of	 joy	 and	 happiness	 from	 the	
audience.	 	 Those	 present	 were	 now	 prepared	 for	 the	
coming	of	baby	Jesus.	
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When	 I	 looked	 around	 the	 church,	 the	
emotions	 on	 the	 faces	 of	 the	 gathered	
audience	summed	up	the	incredible	feeling	
that	immersed	the	crowd	when	listening	to	
the	beautiful	 story	spoken	by	our	children.		
I	 knew	 that	 back	 then	 and	 now	 ‘nobody	
was	expecting	that’.			God’s	plan	was	simply	
brilliant.	
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General Chapter 2016 
 
The	 theme	 of	 2016	 General	 Chapter	 was	 ``He	
sent	me	to	preach	the	Good	News	to	the	poor``.	
This	 extra	 ordinary	 event	 brings	 together	
delegates	 from	 around	 the	 Oblate	 world.	 In	
order	 to	 discuss	 the	 future	 of	 our	 congregation	
as	 well	 as	 to	 elect	 general	 administration	 and	
respond	 to	 challenges	 that	 we	 face	 in	 today`s	
world.	 	 It	 is	 a	 wonderful	 opportunity	 to	 learn	
what	is	happening	in	different	parts	of	the	world	
of	our	congregation	and	rediscover	again	that	we	
are	 an	 international	 congregation.	 	 In	 the	 near	
future	 an	 official	 chapter	 document	 will	 be	
published	 to	share	with	all	of	us	what	has	been	
discussed	 during	 this	 gathering.	 	 Our	 discussion	
was	 centered	 on	 our	 mission	 of	 our	
congregation.	 It	 has	 always	 been	 a	 life	 giving	
experience	when	 the	 congregation	was	 centred	
on	 the	 topic	 dedicated	 to	 mission.	 Each	
participant	 came	 with	 certain	 hopes	 and	
expectations	from	the	chapter	and	I	believe	that	

all	 of	 us	 left	 this	
momentous	 event	 inspired	
with	 new	 vision	 and	
passion	 to	 proclaim	 the	
Good	 News	 in	 today`s	
world.	As	we	anticipate	the	
publication	 of	 the	 chapter	
document,	 it`s	 good	 to	 go	
back	 to	 our	 gathering	 in	
Rome	 and	 reflect	 on	 our	
discussions,	 meetings	 and	
prayers.	 For	 me	 it	 was	 a	
time	 of	 grace	 when	 we	
passionately	 discussed	
different	 stages	 of	 Oblate	
formation	 as	 well	 as	 new	
ways	 of	 evangelization	 in	
the	modern	world.		
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Meeting	with	the	Holy	Father	Pope	Francis	and	his	
words	 was	 a	 very	 moving	 experience:	 	 ``Your	
jubilee,	 for	 a	 fortuitous	 and	 providential	
coincidence,	occurs	in	the	Jubilee	of	Mercy.	Indeed,	
the	 Oblates	 of	Mary	 Immaculate	were	 born	 from	
an	experience	of	mercy,	lived	by	the	young	Eugene	
one	Good	Friday	in	the	presence	of	Jesus	crucified.	
May	mercy	be	ever	at	the	heart	of	your	mission,	of	
your	efforts	of	evangelization	in	the	world	today``.	
Journey	 through	 the	 chapter	 consists	 of	

presentations,	discussions,	sharing,	discernment	and	
prayer.	 Personal	 conversations	 with	 Oblates	 from	
different	 parts	 of	 the	 world	 are	 unforgettable	
experiences.	 We	 cannot	 forget	 those	 Oblates	 who	
come	to	the	chapter	as	assisting	staff.	They	also	play	
an	 important	 role.	Pictures	 sometimes	 speak	 louder	
than	words,	 so	 for	 this	 reason	 I	would	 like	 to	 share	
with	you	photographs	from	our	official	meetings	but	
also	visits	to	different	shrines	and	historical	places.		
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Dinner	at	our	General	House	in	Rome	
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Fr.	Superior	General	&	New	Administration	
	

Frs.	Pawel	Ratajczak	&	Marcin	Serwin		

Frs.	Tadeusz	N
ow

ak	&
	Paw

el	Ratajczak	
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CROCUS meeting hosted by Assumption Province 
 
From	 November	 14th	 to	 20th,	 2016	 a	
CROCUS	 meeting	 took	 place	 in	 Toronto	
and	was	 hosted	 by	Assumption	 Province.	
One	 of	 the	 main	 topics	 discussed	 by	
CROCUS	members	was	youth	ministry	and	
vocations.	For	this	reason	representatives	
of	 four	 provinces	 were	 invited	 to	 the	
meeting.	 Our	 Province	 on	 this	 regional	
committee	 will	 be	 represented	 by	 Fr.	
Marcin	 Serwin	 (youth	 ministry)	 and	 Fr.	
Mieczyslaw	Burdzy	(vocation	ministry).	Fr.	
Marcin	was	also	appointed	as	Chair	of	this	
committee.		
	

Throughout	 the	 week	 long	 gathering	
participants	 had	 an	 opportunity	 to	 visit	
our	 Oblate	 communities	 at	 Queen	 of	
Apostles	 Renewal	 Centre,	 St.	 Maximillian	
Kolbe	 Parish,	 St.	 Casimir`s	 Parish	 and	 St.	
Stanislaus	 Kostka	 Parish.	 During	 the	
province	 day	 participants	 visited	
Copernicus	 Lodge	 Seniors	 Residence	
located	 on	 Roncesvalles	 Avenue	 in	
Toronto	 as	 well	 as	 the	 main	 office	 of	 St.	
Stanislaus	 –	 St.	 Casimir`s	 Polish	 Parishes	
Credit	 Union	 and	 our	 Provincial	 House.	 It	
was	 a	wonderful	 opportunity	 for	 CROCUS	
members	 to	get	 to	know	our	work	better	
and	Oblates	who	are	involved	in	particular	

ministries.		
Our	province	will	host	another	meeting	which	will	take	place	from	February	13th	–	15th	at	the	provincial	house.	
This	gathering	will	be	dedicated	to	discerning	Oblate	future	in	our	region	with	young	Oblates.	On	this	regional	
committee	our	province	will	be	represented	by	Fr.	Daniel	Janulewicz	and	Fr.	Paul	Patrick.		
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															Visiting	Credit	Union	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 CROCUS	members	&	OMI	seminarians	from	Obra,	Poland		
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							Visiting	St.	Stanislaus	Kostka	Parish,	Toronto	 	 					Assumption	Province	–	Provincial	House	
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Oblate community in Winnipeg 
	
From	 December	 16th	 to	 19th,	 2016	 I	 visited	 the	 Oblate	
community	 at	 Holy	 Ghost	 parish	 in	Winnipeg.	 It	 was	 a	
wonderful	 opportunity	 to	 meet	 with	 Oblates	 and	
parishioners	 after	 Sunday`s	Masses.	 Saturday	morning	 I	
spent	with	Fr.	Jerry	Talarski	 in	Selkirk.	He	invited	me	for	
lunch	at	Boston	Pizza.	From	the	picture	we	can	see	that	
Fr.	Jerry	is	doing	very	well	and	sends	best	greetings	to	all	
of	 us.	On	my	way	 to	Winnipeg	 I	 stopped	at	Holy	Ghost	
cemetery	 to	 pray	 at	 the	 resting	 place	 of	 many	 of	 our	
Oblates.	 	 On	 Saturday	 evening	 December	 17th	 as	 it	 is	
already	 an	 annual	 tradition	 Cropo	 Funeral	 Home	
organized	a	Christmas	party	and	 invited	 representatives	
of	different	parishes	but	also	different	denominations.	At	
this	event	 I	had	the	privilege	to	meet	the	Archbishop	of	

Winnipeg	 Richard	 Gagnon.	 He	 spoke	 highly	 about	 the	 parish	 and	
Oblate	 community	 at	 Holy	 Ghost	 Church.	 A	 few	 weeks	 ago	 the	
Archbishop	presided	over	 the	Eucharist	at	our	parish	 in	Winnipeg	
while	the	relics	of	saint	Sister	Faustina	Kowalska	and	St.	John	Paul	II	
were	officially	installed	in	the	church.	During	this	celebration	a	very	
moving	 testimony	 was	 given	 by	 the	 person	 who	 was	 healed	
through	the	intersession	of	saint	John	Paul	II.	Even	though	it	was	a	
short	 and	 intense	 visit,	 it	 gave	 me	 an	 opportunity	 for	 personal	
conversation	with	our	Oblate	brothers.		

	
	 	

Fr.	Jerry	Talarski	OMI	
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Fr. Peter Gioppato OMI 
	

During	our	council	meeting	that	took	place	from	October	18th	to	21st	our	
provincial	administration	was	invited	to	visit	a	new	place	of	residence	of	Fr.	
Peter	Gioppato.	As	of	September	1st,	2016	Fr.	Peter	lives	at	the	Italian	seniors	
Villa	Colombo	in	Toronto.	The	visit	was	an	occasion	to	bless	his	apartment	and	
walk	the	grounds	of	a	very	impressive	Italian	compound,	which	is	a	centre	not	
only	for	seniors	but	the	Italian	community	in	Toronto.		
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Christmas	Celebration	at	the	Provincial	House	

	 	
	
	
Our	Oblate	community	

as	well	as	our	
employees	wish	all	of	
you	a	Merry	Christmas	
and	a	Happy	New	Year!	

	


