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Assumption Province Congress
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The Emerging Future of Oblate Life and Mission
Responding to the Signs of the Times in a Transformative Way
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"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the

sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..."

- St. Eugene de Mazenod-
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Rule 7a:

0 Obl at eowmited te missionary work as members of the Congregation and of their respecti
Provinces. All members are to participate in the planning and orientation of the apostolate for whic
however, Superiors bear final responsibilityé

This is an invitation for each member of the Province to be part of creating a common vision for tt
provinceds present and future mission and min

In light of the call to conversion from the 2010 Chapter, the Triennium Preparation for our 200
anniversary as a Congregfion, as well as the 60 Anniversary of Assumption Province in 2016, the
Provincial Council has set the following goals for Congress 2016:

1. to acknowledge and celebrate the mission and ministry of Assumption Province,

2. to discern future directions for mis®n and ministry.

The Congress will endeavor to name future directions for ministry in Assumption Province. Some
the questions we will explore are:

Who are we?

What is emerging through our life and ministry?

Where are we being called as a Province?

What is our work at this time?

What do we choose to do? Why?
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The congress will discern future directions for mission and ministry in Assumption Province. Once the
direction is clear, it will be shaped by goals and action plans. These action steps wiljibdollowing the
Congress.

of Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate

1816-2016
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Pre-Congress Reflection

The experience and voice of each member of the Province is crucial as we enter into this community
discernment process. The first day of the Congress will focus acknowledging and celebrating the
mission and ministry of the Province.Please pray for the success of our Congress by praying the
o0Congress Prayerod and spend some time reflecting

The Charism in Context

Recall an experience of te Charism lived out in your present ministry. Where/when have you
experienced the Oblate Charism at work in your present ministry? You will be asked to share this on the
first day of the Congress. Please prepare a 2 or 3 sentence response to the fodpwin 61 am r e me
ti me whenébd
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200 YEARS

Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate

1816-2016

Congress Prayer

Holy Spirit of God, may your presence
inspire within ua missionary passion to
grow under your grace as our Founder
Saint Eugene de Mazenod, developed
changed throughout his life.

Help us be@eople of discernment, see
your will with free hearts in and througl|
apostolic community.

Make us discontent with stagnation an
help us expel the spirit of inertia from ¢
lives and from our mission.

Keep us alive to
and to respond with courage, creativity
audacity to the missionary appeals we
and hear today.

Help our hearts grow to be more genel
more available, and more mindful of ol
another in community.

Inspire us with Mazenodian creativity a
worder as we seek to leave nothing un
in the mission.

We ask this 1 n Je
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Congress Committees
In order to look after various aspects of the event, the Provincial and Council establishedtlai necessary

committees as well as a Reporting Committee which will work closely with Fr. John Malazdrewich during
the Congress.
Steering Committee
Fr. Marian Gil, Fr. Janusz Blazejak, Fr. Adam Filas,Fr. Wojciech Kurzydlo, Fr. Wojciech Stangel

Provincial Congress Committee
Fr. Wojciech Kowal, other members of the Provincial Council

Liturgical Committee
Fr. Wojciech Kowal, Fr. Mariusz Wilk

Banquet Committee
Fr. Marian Gil, Fr. Christopher Pulchny, Fr. Jacek Nosowicz,Fr. Adam Filas, Fr. Tomasz Koscinski

Fundraising Committee
Fr. Christopher Pulchny, Fr. Adam Filas

Media and Promotion Committee
Fr. Marian Gil, Fr. Marcin Serwin, Fr. Paul Patrick

Reporting Committee
Fr. Slawomir Oblak, Fr. Marcin Serwin, Fr. Paul Patrick Fr. John Malazdrewich (facilitator)

g 1816-2016

issionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate
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Triennium Preparation

Fr. John Malazdrewich continues the animation
process in our Oblate communities.
Below is the schedule for the fall meetings:

September 24, 2015 St. Maximilian Kolbe
Day of Prayer,
Reflection and
Faith Sharing

September 289, 2015 Ottawa/Wilno/Round Lake
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

September 30, 2015 Holy Angels/St. Stanislaus
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

October 6, 2015 Provincial Councll
Faith Sharing/Team Building/Leadership Development

October 13, 2015 Brampton Oblate Community
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

October 19, 2015 St. Casimird Toronto
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

October 20621, 2015 Queen of Apostles/St.Cathar i neds/ Wel | and
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

October 26, 2015 Winnipeg District
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

November 11, 2015 Edmonton District
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

November 16, 2015 Vancouver District
Day of Prayer, Reflection and Faith Sharing

November 27, 2015 Provincial House Community

December 1, 2015 Provincial Council
Faith Sharing/Team Building/Leadership Development
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200th AnniversaryEvents
and Pastoral Materiak for Parish Spiritual Activities

Calendar of event® each month dedicated to particular saint or event:
Pilgrimage of the Oblate cross, icon and relics of St. Eugene
January 183 22, 2016 Provincial Congress
January 240 25, 2016 Special Day of Prayefor OMI
Retreats in Lent/ Advent 2015 (2016) will be
Oblate charism.
May 21 8 28, 2016 The Oblate Week
May: prayers for vocations
July 2016 WYD in Wroclaw and Krakow
August: Annual Polish PilgrimagetoCa nadi an Martyrds Shrine in
September: will point to the renewal of Oblate vows, with a special thanksgiving Mass.
October: Rosary Devotiond meditations prepared by Fr. Adam Filas
November: resources prepared by Fr. Jan Wadwnlski
December 8, 2015 Mass at Queen of Apostlépresider Bp Tony Krotki OMI
December: Advent Program for Childrend prepared by Fr.Wojciech Kurzydlo
0 20140 Bro. Antoni Kowalczyk OMI
0 20154 St. Eugene De Mazenod
0 20160 BIl. Jozef Cebula OMI
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Other suggestions:

Festival of Religious Songs with Oblate theme

inviting youth to participate in St. Eugene groups and forming youth leaders

contest of knowledge about St. Eugene de Mazenod

a letter from Fr. Superior General or Provincial for the Jubilee Yeapublish in a bulletin (Jan.
2016)

inviting our parishioners to pray for OMI Jubilee: publish text in the bulletins

pilgrimage: in the footsteps of St. Eugené Aix -en-Provence, Marseille, Venice, Palermo, Rome
prayer book and updating parish hymnals to inade Oblate songs

colouring book for children,

a computer game and an app about St. Eugene, Oblates

a YouTube presentations

collect books about life of St. Eugene, OMI works, ministries

making more use of the letters of our Founder in our homilies and casrences in our parishes. For
example: homilies based on the biography of St. Eugene

regarding his life in exiled emigration, search for God, fighting the temptations, etc.

preparing a good database of homilies based on our Oblate charism, OMI devotions

materials for associates

= =4 444442 = =4 =4
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Promotional materials:
materials for the Jubilee were presented to parishes
information for Bulletins (quotes of St. Eugene)
information for media (Polish TV, Radio, The Catholic Register
prayer on the occasion of 200anniversary
big bannersd 200" anniversary
bookmarksd promoting 200" anniversary
internet banners
Oblate flag
OMI calendar for 201648 distributed by Catholic Family Radio
display: OMI in Canada (parishes, possible display in ROM in 2016)
oratorio dedicated to St. Eugene
to give us a higher profile in the media a press release will be prepared
Oblate songs recorded on CDs (collected by scholastics from Cedara, the Philippines or Poland)
may be available
OMI books, Desmond OO6DlossneFdl 6sDulhirieer malb da
Fr. Jetteds book on CC&RR were also proposed
books by Fr. Jaroslaw Rozanski OMI
o Lexicon: Polish Oblates in Canada
o How Missionary Oblates of Ml touched my life?
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Anticipating the Oblate week in the parish:
1 prepare announcement in the bulletin, place posters, banners, informative brochures
1 multimedia presentations / use a big screen in a church
1 plan for the Oblate week in parishes: animation and invitation of the faithful tparticipate
1 Sunday anticipating the OMI week in the parish, is to stress the participation of each one in this
important - for OMIs and parish - week. Sunday ending it is to encourage the pastoral team and
the faithful to continue the effort of prayer forthe entire year for OMI:
o0 Monday: devotion for seniors and sick
Tuesday: devotion for married couples
Wednesday: children
Thursday: young people
Friday: devotion with Oblate cross and penitential service

O O OO

Information regarding peregrination:
9 Visiting in Parishes: relics of St. Eugene de Mazenod, Oblate cross, icon of St. Eugene de Mazenod
1 Sunday prior to peregrination you should preach a homily about the point and goal of the
peregrination and the expected spiritual goods, which will come as a result betperegrination. It
is best if the priest responsible for the peregrination or a local parish priest preaches the homily.
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Joint Session
The Call to Conversion: Di scerning ou

From September 14 to 18, 2015 Joint Session took place at NelPame-du-Cap in Trios Rivieres,
Quebec. Provincials with Provincial Administrations of the US-Canada region, as well asSuperior
General Fr. Louis Lougen with the General Administration gthered in order to discuss, share, and
discern the future of our region. Each province gave a presentation describing the signs of new life in its
unit and how they envision particular province in 10 to 15 years.

The meeting started with a liturgy filled with symbols Each province brought a bit of water that
symbolized Oblae presence ima particular part of the world. We also lit a candle from the paschal candle
for the four directions of the world where we are sent to bring the good news and the light where there is

darkness.
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During this meeting Father Superior Louis Lougenas well asGeneral Councillors who visited different
units in Canada and the USsharedtheir own observations concerning our region. During this time of
being together, we could noticethat great energy and passn were associated with our discussion
concerning ministries and oblate presence ithe US-Canada region. As a result of tese discussios,
payer, and discernment, the region committed itself to collaborate these fourareas.

Meeting of young Oblates/Discerning with young Oblates the future of our missionary presence in
the region,

2. Vocation and youth ministry,

3. Formation of superiors,

4. Regular meetings of four provincial administrations in our region.
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On Wednesday afternoon we had a chance to visit Quebec City and touch the roots of Christianity on this
continent. We could see how muchvarious congregations contributed to theChurch in Canadaover the
years but at the same time some churclseand religious convents were conerted to museums. Many
times a remark was madehat if we do not do anything our parishes, congregationand religious
communities might become just a museum where people will come and visit and talk about something
that happened in he past without any future. This visit stirred up even greater disssionabout the future

of religious life in our region. If we want to make a diffeence in the region we have to work
collaboratively, showing interdependence and openness for new wayspwbclaiming the Good News.




