
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..." 

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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I look back on my vocational journey with a great sense of gratitude to 
God and those people and circumstances through which I was able to 

meet him along the way.        ~Fr. Paul Patrick OMI 
     Page 12 

Dear Brother Oblates, 

 

Speaking just recently with an Oblate about the International 
Congress on The Oblate Charism in Context I heard this comment 

that “our charism is not much different from other religious 

congregations.” It is true that the same motto: “Evangelizare 
pauberibus misit me” (“He sent me to preach the good news to the 

poor” Lk 4, 18) can be found in Redemptorists (St. 

Alphonse Liguori) and Vincentians (St. Vincent de Paul) also 

called Lazarists. 
 

Looking at these two congregations we can find a lot of 

similarities to our  mission and our identity. But does it make our 
charism the same as theirs? I think that the recent congress on 

Oblate charism helps us shed some light on this question.  For this 

reason I would like to share with you a quote from Fr. Fabio 

Ciardi’s opening remarks at the congress: “In the past, there was 
the risk of confusing identity with uniformity, fidelity with 

repetition, with that terrible “we’ve always done it that way” 
deplored by Pope Frances (Evangelii Gaudium 33). The charism 

must be experienced in a new way, in new contexts, with that 

creativity and adaptability that are in the nature of historic 

evangelical experience. 
continued on page 2 
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There is, therefore, a need for a careful reading of the signs of the times. The missionary project of St. 
Eugene was born from a particular reading of the "signs of the times", which made him become aware of 

the abandonment of the Church of his time. This reading was the result of study, prayer, the Word of 

God, personal experience, attention to the calls of the Church, and of the grace tied to the charism. The 
same is asked of us today. It is not enough to be in a particular geographical or cultural context, to be 

"enculturated". You can be there, but divorced from the problems of the people, unable to understand the 

call of the Spirit. The Rule asks us to “always be close” to the people with whom we work, “taking into 

account their values and aspirations” (C 8), sensitive to their mentality (Cf. R 8a, R 47a, 49d, 51c, 115a). 
For the purposes of contextualization, it is also important to pay attention to the directives of the local and 

universal Church. Finally, there is the discernment of a local community that is listening and reflecting 

together. 
 

Safeguarding the Unity 
As the Congregation is contextualized and inserted in the places where it is sent to carry out its mission, its 

life takes on diverse forms of expression. At the same time it cannot lose its common vision, given it by its 

one charism. Contextualization can lead to an autonomy that makes our Congregation look like a 
confederation of provinces or similar local entities that increasingly move away from each other until they 

no longer recognize themselves. The Congregation is called to remain a single, well united apostolic body. 

In every Oblate community and mission one should feel at home, breathe the same air: one family. 
 

We already have many tools for the preservation of unity, starting with our common rule and common 

heritage that contain and express the charism. Ignorance of the common origins, of the charismatic 

identity and the history of the Congregation lead to the death of a religious family: if you cut the link to 
the roots, the tree dies. For this we need to invest much in the formation of the specific Oblate charism 

and to keep alive the research and study of Oblate history and spirituality. Our academic institutions and 

formation houses have a great responsibility in this regard. There are several formative experiences 
available that can ensure this sense of one family: the International Scholasticate, higher studies in Rome, 

the De Mazenod Experience in Aix, the inter-provincial formation programs in preparation for perpetual 

vows, etc.  

 
The General Chapters, the General Government, and the person of the Superior General are finally the 

last and final guarantors of the unity of the Institute. The required attitude is openness to the gift of other 

experiences, of the diversity that comes from different parts of the Institute, to let oneself be enriched by 
them; to be open by sharing in turn one’s own experience with other brothers and sisters of the Institute in 

different parts of the world; for mutual enrichment, an ever deeper understanding of the possibilities 

inherent in the charism. 

 
It will be necessary to think about specific agents of exchange and communion; about a new way of 

exercising government; about individual models and symbols that can be shared; about finding new ways 

of talking about our identity. We cannot surrender ourselves to unidirectional trends that destroy unity or 
which crush it into uniformity. We must be totally immersed into our own environment and at the same 

time open to all of humanity: the local community and a sense of belonging to the one body. The 

Congress should critically examine this theme; its solution, whatever it be, will determine the look of the 

Congregation. 
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A Meeting with the Shroud of Turin at St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
by Fr. Artur Piwowarczyk OMI 

 
A beautiful and moving celebration took place on April 28 at St. Maximilian Kolbe parish in Mississauga.  Thanks to the 
efforts of Fr. Janusz Blazejak OMI, parishioners were able to see a true copy of the Shroud of Turin.  Pope Francis 

allowed for the Shroud of Turin to be displayed between April 19 and June 24 in order to make it possible for the public 
to venerate and pray. During this special time when pilgrims from all over the world come to view the Shroud, our 

parishioners had the privilege to view its true copy. 
 

The shroud is a linen cloth which – according to Christian tradition – contains the image of Jesus Christ when he was laid 
in the tomb.  It is kept in the royal chapel of the Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Turin, Italy. According to 

Christian tradition, Jesus’ crucified body was wrapped in this linen and the location of the traces of the wounds (imprints) 
parallels those described in the Gospel.  The image was created spontaneously (it burned out on the material which 

covered the body) under the influence of energy, at the moment of resurrection, while the red markings are Christ’s blood.  
 

Without a doubt, this is one of the most controversial objects – a linen cloth which shows the imprint of a human body 
and wounds which closely mirror those suffered by Jesus and described in the Gospel.  On the other hand, no other object 

or phenomenon had undergone such detailed tests and analyses by representatives of so many scientific disciplines. The 
very first account of Jesus’ burial cloth can be found in the Gospel. The first studies began at the end of the 19th century.  

Analyses were conducted using the most modern chemical, physical, and optical techniques. The results of almost all 
studies – both supporting the thesis of the authenticity of the shroud as well as its falsification – were repeatedly 

questioned.  Even the published results were questioned.  In addition, the availability of the shroud for research is limited 
due to its unique character. 

 
The meeting with the Shroud of Turin at St. Maximilian Kolbe parish began with a concelebrated Mass at 7:00 p.m. with 

Pastor Fr. Janusz Blazejak OMI as the presider and homilist.  The entrance procession included a group of young people 
who are preparing for World Youth Day in Krakow in 2016 and who carried in a life-size cross with the image of the 

Lord Jesus.  The cross was a replica of the one in the Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Turin where the shroud is 
kept.  After the Eucharist, a Passionist Father, whose congregation is the patron of the true copy of the shroud, spoke 

about the history of this Relic and described in detail all that we can learn about the Passion of Christ and the shroud 
itself from the numerous studies it underwent. After the conference, time was allotted for prayer and private adoration of 

the Shroud.  This unique event will remain in the minds of many parishioners and guests who gathered at St. Maximilian 
Kolbe for this unusual viewing of the Relic of Christ. 
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The Polish National Catholic-Roman Catholic Dialogue 
 

The Polish National Catholic-Roman Catholic Dialogue took place in Scranton, Pennsylvania from May 

19 to 20, 2015 and was hosted by the Polish National Catholic Church. The following topics 

were discussed during this annual meeting which brings together representatives of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops and Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, as well as members of 
PNCC: 

 Recent events in the lives of our churches (Religious Freedom, Report on the PNCC General 

Synod, etc.)  

 A more detailed overview of the history of the three earlier proposed “incremental steps” towards 

unity (Green) 

 Further discussion of the 2010 “Vision Statement” of the North American Orthodox-Catholic 

Theological Consultation, “Steps Towards a Reunited Church: A Sketch of an Orthodox-Catholic 
Vision for the Future”. 
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Annual Retreat 2015 
by Fr. Daniel Janulewicz OMI 

 

From June 8th to June 12th the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate from the Assumption Province 
gathered in Mississauga for our annual retreat.  The highlight of the week was the Ordination to the 

Priesthood of Fr. Paul Patrick OMI on Monday evening at St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish.   
More about Paul Patrick’s ordination on page 9  

 

  

“Make it your personal responsibility to take time to deepen 
your relationship with the Lord, to read and reflect on the 

Word of God, to understand its meaning for your own life, 
and to proclaim it to the people you are sent to serve.  
Believe what you read, teach what your believe, and put 
into practice what you teach.” 

~Bp. Douglas Crosby OMI, homily 

 

“Be a holy priest, be like Christ the Good Shepherd.”  
~Bp. Douglas Crosby OMI, homily 
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It was also a great blessing to have our own Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen to serve us as our retreat 
master.  This year’s retreat was devoted to the topic of poverty.  Fr. Louis emphasized that our vow of 

poverty finds its meaning in our relationship with Jesus Christ who himself became poor for our sake.  

The choice to live simply is connected with our religious consecration as Oblates.  We do not wish to 
build our own empires, but rather, in simplicity of life, wish to make ourselves available to seek first God’s 

Kingdom.  To live the vow of poverty means to trust in our community and in our Oblate brothers that the 

community will take care of our needs.  This requires a conversion of heart; to move from a position of 

independence, towards an attitude of trust in our community.  Fr. Louis shared many personal stories of 
Oblates who – through the manner of their life – witnessed to him the meaning of evangelical poverty.  He 

encouraged us to live simply and not give into the worldly spirit of consumerism and individualism.   
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The retreat week also gave us an opportunity to spend time with our brother Oblates enjoying meals 
together and walks.  Hopefully the week of retreat served to rejuvenate our spirits that we could return to 

our communities and places of ministry with new energy to live out our Oblate mission. 
 
 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 9 
 

May – June  2015                                                                                                                                     Volume 14 No. 3 
 

Priestly Ordination of Deacon Paul Patrick OMI 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This simple prayer, repeated at every Sunday Mass, is known by heart by almost every parishioner of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe church in Mississauga.  Without a doubt, this prayer had been heard, as yet another 

young man had decided to serve the Lord at His altar.  This year the young man is Deacon Paul Patrick 

OMI, parishioner of St. Maximilian Kolbe parish. 

 
The priestly ordination of Deacon Paul Patrick took place on June 8, 2015 in his home Parish, where not 

so long ago Paul served as an altar server.  Paul was ordained by Bp. Douglas Crosby OMI from the 

Diocese of Hamilton.  In his homily, Bishop Crosby made reference to the Gospel reading about the Good 
Shepherd, wishing the newly ordained the courage to be like the Good Shepherd among those he will be 

sent to serve.    

 

Taking part in the celebrations were over 50 Oblate priests from Canada and the US, as well Fr. Louis 
Lougen OMI, Superior General of Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  One of the more moving 

moments was when they each placed their hands on their newly ordained brother. 

 
Fr. Marian Gil OMI welcomed Deacon Patrick’s parents and thanked them for creating an atmosphere at 

home that would allow their son’s vocation to grow.  Fr. Gil also thanked Bp. Crosby and joked that since 

this is the third Oblate ordained at St. Maximilian Kolbe parish by Bishop Crosby, he must have a very 

powerful hand.  The newly ordained – Fr. Paul Patrick – thanked his parents, formation directors, and all 
those who prayed for his vocation and helped it grow.  He also expressed gratitude to the organizers of the 

day’s event. 

  

 

 

“We ask you Lord  

to choose from among  

the youth of our Parish, 

those who will serve you  

in priesthood and religious life, 

that they may do so  

for the greater glory  

of your name 

and for the salvation of souls.   

Amen.” 
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Fr. Paul Patrick OMI – Vocation Story 
 
I was born on May 17, 1986 in Etobicoke, Ontario, to Paul and Angela Patrick. In my family we are five siblings; I 
have two older married sisters and two younger brothers. We lived in rural Milton, where as a family we engaged in 
a small scale farming venture, running it in our spare time.  Growing up I would have described my family is devout 

Catholic, close to each other, hardworking, who placed emphasis on family values, religious traditions, and 
education.  
 
Despite this environment and although I attended Mass and was an altar server since after my First Communion,  
growing up I had no long held idea of pursuing a religious vocation. Rather, I always envisioned myself as a 
mechanical engineer, since I loved heavy machinery, operating tractors, and working with my hands on various 

equipment. I did, however, have a sense of admiration for the Oblates who served in my home parish of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe in Mississauga. Given my mindset and my plans for the future, it came as a shock to me when 
seemingly out of nowhere, the thought of becoming a priest entered my mind as a teenager. 
      
Although at the time I fiercely resisted the mere notion of a religious vocation, it kept returning even despite my best 
efforts to ignore it. So I chose to begin my studies to pursue a career in Mechanical Engineering. During the time of 

my engineering studies, I enjoyed myself with friends and received good grades since I was passionate about the 
material. I also spent a considerable amount of free time playing ice hockey as a goaltender. To help offset the 
university and living fees, I started up my own agricultural business which saw me buying my own tractor and 
equipment, renting land, and conducting custom tractor services for local agribusinesses.  
       
Yet, despite my passion for my chosen field of study and the success of my small business, I  could not remove the 

thought that there was something lacking in my life. As time progressed, I gradually found myself admiring more 
and more the work of the Oblates, especially the example set forth by my late pastor, Fr. Stanislaw Kowal OMI. As 
gradually my vocation grew, I found myself spending more time, almost unconsciously, around and in the Church, 
whether it was offering my services as a volunteer to fix machinery or as a group leader. I developed a good 
relationship with Fr. Kowal who was instrumental in inspiring me to consider the possibility of a religious vocation.   
      

Eventually, I reached an inner decision and decided to take seriously my religious vocation and in the summer of 
2007 I took the initiative to approach the Oblates of Assumption Province. In September of 2007, I began my initial 
preparation for Oblate life at the Pre-novitiate in Buffalo, NY, where I received a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy. 
Two years later, I entered the Oblate novitiate in Godfrey, IL professing first vows on August 1, 2010. After 
novitiate, I became a part of the George Sexton Community in San Antonio, TX and completed a year of 
theological studies at Oblate School of Theology. After the completion of one year in San Antonio, my vocational 

journey took me to become a part of the International Scholasticate Community in Rome, Italy where I completed 
theological studies at the Gregorian University. Studying theology in Rome had been a deeply enriching and 
humbling experience in multiple facets.  
       
On May 1, 2014 I professed by final vows and received the Oblate cross of the late Fr. Stan Kowal OMI, as a way of 
being close to my mentor and ensuring that his charism and spirit live on. After completing my Pastoral Year at St. 

Nicholas Parish in Kiev, Ukraine, I was ordained to the Ministerial Priesthood by Bp. Douglas Crosby OMI on 
June 8, 2015. I look back on my vocational journey with a great sense of gratitude to God and those people and 
circumstances through which I was able to meet him along the way, especially for the Missionary Oblates of 
Assumption Province for their witness and testimony of life.   



 

 

 

 13 
 

May – June  2015                                                                                                                                     Volume 14 No. 3 
 

New Obediences in Assumption Province 
 

 Fr. Stan Bijak OMI  
Chaplain of Kopernik Lodge, Vancouver 

Part-time Associate Pastor at St. Casimir’s Church, Vancouver  August 1, 2015 

 

 Fr. Wojciech Blach OMI  
Pastor of St. Eugene de Mazenod Church, Brampton          September 1, 2015 
 

 Fr. Adam Filas OMI  
Mini-sabbatical and MAMI Director 

Residence at Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre, Mississauga  September 1, 2015 

 

 Bro. Grzegorz Loska OMI  

English studies, St. Mary’s Parish, Prince George, British Columbia September 1, 2015 

 

 Bro. Tadeusz Orzechowski OMI  
Custodian at the Provincial House, Toronto    July 1, 2015 

 

 Fr. Maciej Pajak OMI  
Hospital Chaplain 

Residence at Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre, Mississauga  July 2, 2015 
 

 Fr. Paul Patrick OMI  
Associate Pastor at St. Casimir’s Parish, Toronto    July 1, 2015 

 

 Fr. Marcin Rosinski OMI  

Full-time Chaplain in the Canadian Army     September 1, 2015 
 

 Fr. Marcin Serwin OMI  
Associate Pastor at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, Mississauga  September 1, 2015 

 

 Fr. Wojciech Stangel OMI  
Associate Pastor at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, Mississauga  September 1, 2015 

 

 Fr. Slawomir Trzasko OMI  

Chaplain of Copernicus Lodge, Toronto     August 1, 2015 
 

 Fr. Jan Wadolowski OMI  
Pastor of St. Mary’s Church, Wilno 

Pastor of St. Casimir’s Church, Round Lake    September 1, 2015 
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Anniversaries of Ordination 
 

 

Congratulations to all the Fathers who are celebrating their anniversaries of ordination this year. 
May God’s blessing and joy be yours. 

 

 

 60th Anniversary  

 Marek Czyzycki  June 26th 

 John Mazur  September 24th 

 55th Anniversary  

 Jan Sadowski  June 26th 

 Rudy Nowakowski  September 21st    

 50th Anniversary  

 Antoni Mendrela  June 5th   

 45th Anniversary  

 John Szkodzinski  May 23rd   

 Wojciech Wojtkowiak  May 23rd   

 40th Anniversary  

 Stanislaw Bijak   June 22nd 

 Chris Pulchny  October 14th   

 25th Anniversary  

 Adam Filas  June 19th   

 Andrzej Sowa  June 19th   

 20th Anniversary  

 Wojciech Blach  June 20th   

 15th Anniversary  

 Marcin Mironiuk  June 17th    

 10th Anniversary  

 Mieczyslaw Burdzy  May 20th   

 Wojciech Kurzydlo  June 21st    

 Marcin Rosinski  May 20th 
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From left: Fr. Marek Czyzycki OMI, Fr. Andrzej Sowa OMI, Fr. Adam Filas OMI, Fr. John Mazur OMI 

Jubilarians at the head table Singing Salve Regina – loud and clear 
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Getting Ready for World Youth Day 2016 
 

 

  

 

 

 

World Youth Day 2016 is fast approaching and will see the coming together of 
hundreds of thousands of young people from all continents.  St. Maximilian 
Kolbe parish saw this event as an excellent opportunity for formation of the 

young people in the parish through monthly meetings.  The goal is not only to 
integrate young people and raise funds for the trip to Poland, but also to prepare 
them for the meeting with Pope Francis through catechesis.  This is an 
opportunity to share certain values and teachings with them in a way that is clear 
and accessible.  

The meetings and catecheses are led mainly by the parish 
priests, but there have also been a number of invited guest 
speakers, such as Bp. Gerard Wiesner OMI, Bp. Rafal 

Markowski, and photographer Arturo Mari. 

The initial group of about 30 young people quickly grew to an impressive 400 youth who regularly attend Sunday 
catechesis.  What is worth mentioning is that there is no challenge in keeping them interested, active, and well 
behaved during those meetings.  This positive euphoria translates onto other young people who do not plan on 
taking part in World Youth Day in Krakow, but who – nevertheless – attend meetings and catechesis with their 
friends.   

One other news worth mentioning is that on the occasion 
of the 200th anniversary of the establishment of Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the parish council has 
announced a contest about the founder, St. Eugene de 

Mazenod.  Participants can submit their entries in three 
categories: Arts & Music, Multimedia, or Writing.  The 
winner in each category will receive a fully paid trip to the 
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland, including flight and 
accommodations in Wroclaw and Krakow.   

 


