
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..." 

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. 

It was never between you and someone else anyway. 

     Page 2 

Dear Brother Oblates, 

 

As we journey through the time of our Triennium preparations, once 
in a while we might come across some challenges and 

disappointments, and clouds of doubts may overshadow our vision 

and purpose of constant renewal and conversion.   For this reason, I 
would like to bring to your attention the biography of Francis 

Cardinal George, an Oblate and former Archbishop of Chicago.  It 

was written by Fr. Robert Barron, rector of the diocesan seminary in 

Chicago (please see page 3).  I must say that the life of this humble 
and determined Oblate and archbishop might give hope and 

inspiration to anyone who faces strong challenges and limitations in 

their life journey.     
 

 

A Message from the Provincial 
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Moreover, I want to share with you this beautiful prayer written by Mother Teresa of Calcutta in the hope 

that it might shed some light on our moments of darkness.   

 

 

People are often unreasonable,  
illogical, and self-centered. 

Forgive them anyway. 

 

If you are kind, people may accuse you  
of selfish, ulterior motives. 

Be kind anyway. 

 
If you are successful, you will win some  

false friends and some true enemies. 

Succeed anyway. 

 
If you are honest and frank,  

people may cheat you. 

Be honest and frank anyway. 
 

What you spend years building,  

someone could destroy overnight. 

Build anyway. 
 

If you find serenity and happiness,  

some may be jealous. 
Be happy anyway. 

 

The good you do today  

people will often forget tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. 

 

Give the world the best you have  
and it may never be enough. 

Give the world your best anyway. 

 

You see, in the final analysis,  
it is between you and God. 

It was never between you and someone else anyway. 
Mother Teresa 
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Thoughts on the Passing of Cardinal George 
by Fr. Robert Barron 

 

Cardinal Francis George, who died last week at the age of 78, was obviously a man of enormous 
accomplishment and influence. He was a Cardinal of the Roman Church, a past president of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Archbishop of one of the largest and most complicated 

archdioceses in the world, and the intellectual leader of the American Church. A number of American 

bishops have told me that when Cardinal George spoke at the Bishops’ meetings, the entire room would 
fall silent and everyone would listen.  

 

But to understand this great man, I think we have to go back in imagination to when he was a kid from St. 
Pascal’s parish on the Northwest side of Chicago, who liked to ride his bike and run around with his 

friends and who was an accomplished pianist and painter as well. At the age of thirteen, that young man 

was stricken with polio, a disease which nearly killed him and left him severely disabled. Running, bike 

riding, painting, and piano playing were forever behind him. I’m sure he was tempted to give up and 
withdraw into himself, but young Francis George, despite his handicap, pushed ahead with single-minded 

determination. The deepest longing of his heart was to become a priest, and this led him to apply to 

Quigley Seminary. Convinced that this boy with crutches and a brace couldn’t make the difficult commute 
every day or keep up with the demands of the school, the officials at Quigley turned him away. 

Undeterred, he applied to join the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a missionary congregation. Recognizing 

his enormous promise and inner strength, they took him in.  

 
I bring us back to this moment of the Cardinal’s life, for it sheds light on two essential features of his 

personality. First, he was a man who never gave up. I had the privilege of living with Cardinal George for 

six years and thus I was able to see his life close-up. He had an absolutely punishing schedule, which had 
him going morning, noon, and night, practically every day of the week: administrative meetings, private 

conversations, banquets, liturgies, social functions, public speeches, etc. Never once, in all the years I lived 

with him, did I ever hear Cardinal George complain about what he was obliged to do. He simply went 

ahead, not grimly but with a sense of purpose. When he first spoke to the priests of the Archdiocese as our 
Archbishop, he said, “Never feel sorry for yourself!” That piece of advice came, you could tell, from the 

gut.  

 

Second, his identity as an Oblate of Mary Immaculate deeply marked him as a man of mission. The 
OMI’s are a missionary congregation, whose work takes them all over the world, from Africa and Asia to 

Latin America, the Yukon, and Alaska—not to mention Texas and Belleville, Illinois. When he was a 

novice and young OMI seminarian in Belleville, Francis George heard the stories of missionaries from the 
far reaches of the globe, and he imbibed their adventurous spirit. As the vicar general of his order, he 

undertook travels to six continents, dozens of countries, visiting with thousands of OMI evangelist priests. 

I was continually amazed at his detailed knowledge of the politics, culture, and history of almost any 

country or region you could name. It was born of lots of direct experience. 

http://www.wordonfire.org/resources/author/fr-robert-barron/47/
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This missionary consciousness is precisely what informed the intellectual and pastoral project that was 
closest to his heart, namely, the evangelization of the contemporary culture. In this, he showed himself a 

disciple of his great mentor Karol Wojtyla, Pope John Paul II. What Cardinal George brought rather 

uniquely to the table in this regard was a particularly clear grasp of the philosophical underpinnings of the 

Western and especially American cultural matrix. Cardinal George often signaled his impatience with the 
term “counter-cultural” in regard to the Church’s attitude vis-à-vis the ambient culture. His concern is that 

this can suggest a simple animosity, whereas the successful evangelist must love the culture he is 

endeavoring to address. But he saw a deeper problem as well, namely, that, strictly speaking, it is 
impossible to be thoroughly counter-cultural, since such an attitude would set one, finally, against oneself. 

It would be a bit like a fish adamantly insisting that he swims athwart the ocean. Therefore, the one who 

would proclaim the Gospel in the contemporary American setting must appreciate that the American 
culture is sown liberally with semina verbi (seeds of the Word). (…). 

 

Cardinal George was a spiritual father to me. In his determination, his pastoral devotion, his deep 

intelligence, his kindness of heart, he mediated the Holy Spirit. For this I will always be personally grateful 
to him. I believe that the entire Church, too, owes him a debt of gratitude for reminding us who we are 

and what our mission is. 

 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

 
May the soul of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace.  

 
Amen. 
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Formation Vocation Meeting  
 

Jesus calls all the time, especially in the time that we celebrate 

the Year of the Consecrated Life and prepare for the celebration 
of the 200th anniversary of our congregation.  On March 4th and 

5th members of the OMI Formation and Vocation Committees 

of the Oblate North American Region gathered again for the 
annual meetings in Godfrey, IL. 

 

When the meetings began, there were 12 men sitting around the 

table and chairing the meeting Fr. Raul Salas, OMI the superior 
of the Scholasticate in San Antonio, TX. (Fifteen of us 

altogether with regrets from the Quebec brothers whose flights 

were cancelled because of the winter storm.) 
 

Fr. Rudy Nowakowski, OMI and Fr. Jack Lau, OMI part of the 

novitiate staff, who with Fr. Thomas Horan, OMI and the 

novices were our hosts for the meetings. Still, the twelve around 
the one table naturally created an association in my mind of 

Jesus animating his apostles around the table to be sent on the 

mission of teaching and forming new disciples. 
 

Amid prayer: eucharist, breviary, oraison, meals together, we have gathered and shared the experiences in 

several thematic groups of post-novitiate, novitiate, pre-novitiate and vocation directors sharing and 

discussing the relevant issues for each group. All these were then shared in the large gathering group for 
reflection and comments. The cooperation of various committees around the region was discussed, new 

requirements for the admitting process, the construction of the new scholasticate in San Antonio, TX to be 

completed in spring 2016 which was paid for by donors and people supporting Oblate mission. 
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Recalling the conferences of Dr. Reginald Bibby on the 

statistics of the state of religion in Canada and elsewhere, 
we agreed that the young generation yearns for religion and 

seeks guidance. In the Come and See weekends, Vocation 

Retreats there is an abundance of possible candidates. Nine 
of these young men are planning to join the Oblate pre-

novitiate this year. This 2015 year there are 5 in the pre-

novitiate in Tijuana, Mexico, 6 in the pre-novitiate in 

Buffalo, 4 novices in Godfrey, IL and countless numbers in 
our parishes and ministries yet to be discovered. 

 

With the planned discernment gatherings like: Vocation 
Discernment Retreat organized by Fathers: Marcin Serwin, 

OMI and Fr. Wojciech Kurzydło, OMI on March 20-22, 

2015; Come and See in Buffalo, ON Oct 9-11, 2015 and 

then in San Antonio, TX on Jan 15-18, 2016. The doors of 

the Buffalo pre-novitiate are also open for individual days of 
discernment, coming and seeing the young men in 

formation in their daily life and schedule. There is great 

potential that young men will find help in discerning their 

vocation and hopefully joining the ranks of Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

 

For this we pray and realize it is our common responsibility to promote our way of following Jesus and to 
invite new potential candidates to follow the footsteps of Eugene de Mazenod and thousands of Oblates 

since then. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Gracious Father,  

who seeks to save all of humanity, grant,  
we implore you,  

through the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

to bless your Church with many priest, deacons, religious brothers and sisters,  
who will love you with their whole strength  

and who will gladly spend their entire lives making you known and loved by all. 

This we ask through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Retreat and Come & See 
 

 
 

From March 20th to March 22nd, 2015 the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate Assumption Province 
held a Vocations Retreat in the Charl’bro Scout Camp in Big Bay, Ontario. The retreat was well attended 

by 12 young men from the parishes in the Toronto district, mainly from St. Casimir’s Church, St. 

Maximilian Kolbe Church and St. Eugene de Mazenod. The weather was ideal for the retreat, because 

despite the Canadian winter holding strong, the sun was shining all weekend. We arrived at the camp on 
Friday evening to the unexpected surprise that the water was frozen, which meant our young men had a 

missionary experience ahead of them for the remaining three days. We lit a fire in order to warm the main 

hall up. Then, divided into groups, the young men prepared for supper. When supper was ready we 
paused for Mass with the opening talks on what it means to discern a vocation and truly open oneself to 

the question, where does God want me?  

 

       
 

After the long drive, all were quite pleased to get to sleep, especially having in mind the fact that we had to 
be up at 6:30 in the morning. The first wake up was difficult for a few, but we managed to be up and ready 

for morning responsibilities at 6:50 am. After all was ready we had prayers at 8:15, breakfast followed by 

the first conference on single life. Later we prepared for a hiking trip on the Bruce Trail with an on-route 

talk about listening, prayer and our common life goal in life. When we returned, we had Mass with a 
homily that spoke about priesthood and that call.  Next we prepared dinner and ate, recalled the questions 

that were set before us and had a time of quiet reflection. After this time we returned to drink something 

warm and prepared for the video/spoken conference on priestly vocation. We had a talk about this 
vocation and answered questions about it and finished the day with adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament. The next morning we prepared all that was needed and had a conference on marriage. The 

conference was given by a young married man from the young adult group who specially came up for the 

conference. After his conference we had Mass and ate the last meal, cleaned up and started our way back 
home.  



 

 

 

 8 
 

March – April  2015                                                                                                                   Volume 14 No. 2 
 

 

 
 

The young men enjoyed the experience. They said that it was quite filled, but gave them the unique 

opportunity to stop and think about where God may be calling them but they might not be even listening.  
To further the fruits of this retreat, a Come and See is planned for May 23rd.  We plan to start our day at 

8:00am where we will gather at St. Stanislaus Parish, for an explanation on the history, works and legacy 

of the church. We will make breakfast together and have a fraternal gathering. Next we will go visit the 

Polish school and catechesis classes to see how the Oblates touch the lives of even the youngest. We will 
also meet for a moment with the seniors who gather there on Saturdays. 

 

 
Next we plan to visit the provincial house and see the missionary museum located there. We will have a 

short meeting with Fr. Provincial, Marian Gil who will explain the life of Oblates and the formation. Next 

we plan to pass St. Casimir’s Parish and see the radio, parish and Copernicus Lodge, visiting the sick with 

communion and a good word. We want the young men to see the works of the Oblates and how we touch 
the community and our society. We will eat a late lunch at St. Casimir’s, after which, when all our 

programs are done there, we will go to St. Maximilian Kolbe Church. There we will meet with the 

community before Mass. See the church, John Paul II Center and rosary garden. We will participate in 
evening Mass and finish the evening together talking about what we experienced. In each house we plan 

to do a part of the breviary and at the St. Maximilian community, the Oblate oraison, so prayer will 

accompany us throughout the day. 

 
 

         
 

 

I hope that this vocational retreat and the Come and See will be able to throw a few seeds in the hearts of 

these young men. Let us pray that those seeds, along with other moments of discernment will help them 
grow in their God given vocations, also to religious life with us. I would like to ask our members for a 

special prayer especially for one young man from this group who is strongly discerning this call. 

 
Fr. Marcin Serwin OMI 
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Oblate Charism Days 
 

Our Oblate Charism Days at Holy Angles’ Church started with a long preparation prior to the event.  We 

had preached to our parishioners about St. Eugene and the Oblates, the banners in the church were 

constantly reminding people about the upcoming 200th Anniversary of Oblate foundation. Fr. Mariusz 
visited the Holy Angels’ School with his Power Point Presentation, telling students the story about St. 

Eugene, his life and how he got inspired to start the congregation of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate. 
On the day when Fr. John Malazdrewich arrived in our parish with relics of St. Eugene, his icon and the 

Oblate cross we were ready to receive him with his mission. 
 

 

 
 

 
The Oblate Charism Days began on March 12th at 2:00 p.m. with the procession from the school gym to 

the church. Fr. Peter gathered the whole assembly of the school and our parishioners at the gym and 

explained the presence of the relics of St. Eugene, icon and the cross. When the procession entered the 
church Fr. John was there to greet us and conduct the para-liturgy with songs, readings, prayers and his 

media presentation. After the para-liturgy, students went back to school and some parishioners stayed to 

pray and ask questions about St. Eugene and his ministry. Next day was filled with excitement due to 

special Mass of St. Eugene with the veneration of his relics. Many of our parishioners attended this special 
Mass presided by Fr. John. After the Mass, due to Friday of Lent we had the traditional devotion of the 

stations of the cross - Via Crucis with the Oblate cross being carried around the church. Again, it was a 

beautiful and powerful celebration. 
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Over the rest of the weekend, Fr. John preached during the Sunday masses about St. Eugene, Oblate 

charism and Oblate mission in our world today. Our parishioners expressed their gratitude for this special 
blessing and said that it was truly a powerful experience deeply moving their hearts. May St. Eugene pray 

for us and lead us to growth in this special time of the Oblate Triennium. 

Fr. Mario Wilk OMI 
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CROCUS Meeting 
 
On March 9 – 14, Fr. Provincial Marian Gil OMI and Fr. Jacek Nosowicz OMI travelled to Vancouver to join the 
other Provincials and Fr. Warren Brown OMI for a CROCUS meeting.  The participants stayed at local Oblate 
residences where they shared time with Oblates who minister in the lower mainland.  They learned about the 

Squamish culture and the development of early Oblate missions in the area, and participated in Eucharist and 
prayer with their fellow Oblate brothers.  They also had an opportunity to visit downtown parishes and learn about 
inner-city ministries run by Lacombe Province.  Ample time was devoted to discussing the following topics: Joint 
Session in September 2015, Triennium Program in particular provinces, Oblate Charism Congress, first and ongoing 
formation, reports from the following committees: First Formation, Brothers Committee, Vocation and Youth, 
Justice and Peace, Lay Associates in our provinces, and preparation for General Chapter and election of Chapter 

delegates.   
 
It is worth mentioning that two notable events are being organized and could interest the young people:  Second 
Congress for Oblate Youth Mission in Aix in March of 2016 and World Youth Day in Poland in 2016.   
 
Fr. Warren Brown OMI, the General Councillor for the US-Canada region, spoke at length about the 2016 General 
Chapter and the Joint-Session at Cap-de-la-Madeleine in September of this year.  He communicated some news 
regarding the renovation of the General House, Oblate Triennium, Annual Reports, First Obediences, and the 
Office of Mission Sustainability and its new campaign which set a new goal to raise even more money for formation 
grants.  In addition, he spent some one-on-one time with each Provincial to discuss matters concerning individual 
Provinces. 
 

Fr. Bill Antone OMI was elected the new president of the conference and Fr. Marian Gil OMI was elected vice-
president.  Each one will serve a two-year term.   
 
There was also some leisure time which gave the group an opportunity to walk about beautiful Vancouver and take 
part in the Cherry Blossom Festival.   
 

We would like to thank our fellow Brothers from OMI Lacombe Province for hosting the meeting in Vancouver.  
We look forward to another CROCUS session in September 2015. 
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Easter Celebrations 

 
At the Provincial House… 

 
On Holy Saturday, Fr. Jan Wadolowski OMI, blessed 
the traditional Polish ‘Świeconka’ and afterwards all 

enjoyed a delicious breakfast.  Throughout Holy Week, 

the Fathers visited various Polish parishes in the GTA 
and took part in Easter celebrations together with fellow 
members of the Oblate community. 
 
 

At St. Stanislaus Kostka church in Toronto… 

 
A beautiful Lenten-Easter display was organized by Fr. Ryszard 
Kosian OMI and set up at St. Stanislaus Kostka church in 

Toronto.  The display included icons, kilims, crosses, miniature 
shrines, other devotional items, and hand-painted Easter eggs, also 
known as “pisanki”.  Among these exceptional items was a mini 
altar with an embedded pieta - an original from the year 1913.  

Most of the pieces were hand-crafted by Mr. Ryszard Slon of 
Mississauga, while others were created by Krystyna Kruszewska, 
a painter from Warsaw, Poland. 

Adapted from an article written by Sr. Monika Wodzinska MChR     
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At St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish in Mississauga… 
Excerpts from Dorota Pilarski’s blog; forwarded by Fr. Janusz Blazejak OMI 

 

Do I work? Do I take the day off and continue to celebrate? What’s the right thing to do? I decided to call the 

Archdiocese of Toronto and see if they were answering their telephone lines. To my delight, when I 

called, their offices were closed! There was my cue! 

 

I decided that like most days, I would head off to Sts. Peter and Paul Church for the 12:10pm daily mass. 
When I got there I was brought to a spiritual low. The regular daily mass was cancelled, in lieu of an early 

mass. I was determined to bolster the grace I had been given to celebrate Easter Monday. I thought to 

myself, I will go to Eucharistic Adoration in place of mass. A marvelous consolation!   
 

As I was driving up to St. Maximilian Kolbe church, I noticed the parking lot was half full and my heart 
began to simmer with a holy anticipation.  Is it possible that I would catch mass here?  By the time I had 

entered the church, it was basically empty, and the lights were dimmed. I found the spot my mom used to 
sit in whenever she attended this church.  I adored Christ, I started to pray the rosary in thanksgiving for 

the gift of the Catholic faith, the gift of two devout Catholic parents, the gift of the Polish church in 

Canada, the gift of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate which have ministered to me personally 

for well over 50 years. My heart was filled with so much gratitude, so much hope, so much joy. I sat in 
this church and as I prayed slowly parishioners started to assemble for mass. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

I cannot begin to describe the spiritual delights:  a beautiful robust joyful nun lead a choir of at least 50 
children in charismatic songs before mass started, twelve altar boys walked down the aisle in the 

procession before mass began, Father Marian Gill OMI, the Provincial, was a guest today!  It was 

significant to me personally that he was going to be celebrating mass.  My mom, used to listen to Father 
Gill daily on [the radio].  It felt like Father Gil had written the homily for me personally. I was just 

stunned. To think I wondered if I should celebrate Easter Monday! I was reminded of my mom, who 

always lamented that in our Canadian culture we did not bask in the graces the day after Easter Sunday, 

the day after Christmas. Instead we just rushed back to our routines, we just rushed back to work. My 
mom’s words finally landed. They finally hit home. We are robbing ourselves of graces when we do not 

celebrate Easter Monday! 

http://www.omi.ca/
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At the closing of the mass, I was also reminded of the fun Polish tradition, the celebration of ‘Smigus 

Dyngus’, which includes the tradition of dousing others with water! Father Gil mentioned that if you 
heard funny noises on the church roof – it was probably one of the other priests getting ready to douse 

parishioners as we leave the church!  Low and behold, when I left the church, there really was a priest [Fr. 

Marcin Rosinski] on the roof, dousing us with water. There was so much laughter and so much joy from 
the congregation! 

 
 

When I got home, I was  filled with such supernatural joy, such gladness, I was so grateful that the Holy 
Spirit carried me from the musings in my heart which had me wondering whether I should celebrate 

Easter Monday, through to the beautiful celebration at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church.  To think I even 

wondered whether or not I should celebrate Easter Monday! Do you know that there must have been over 
2,000 people at mass today? There was standing room only! The church was filled to the brim!  Thank you 

Lord for giving me the grace and courage to celebrate Easter Monday. 
 
 

In Nunavut… 

 
At the end of March, I had the opportunity to travel to Nunavut to serve in one of the Oblate missions 

there. I spent Holy Week and Easter in Taloyoak, because the people who live there don’t have a 

permanent priest, except Fr. Łukasz Zając OMI. He looks after this community and he comes to Taloyoak 

when the weather is good or when he’s not busy at his parish in Gjoa Haven. I was very excited to go, 

because I would be able to practice my English skills and visit one of our missions in the North.   
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The trip was very long, but after a total of about 20 hours in the air, I landed safely at “Terminal 1” in 

Taloyoak.  I was greeted by beautiful scenery, very bright sun, and -45ºC.  Another surprize was waiting 
for me at the mission.  Water in one of the pipes froze and the sceptic tank “exploded” which made it 

impossible to stay at the mission.  Instead, I went to live with a very friendly family who told me a little bit 

about their community and gave me a room to sleep in.   
 

I spent the following days preparing for Holy Week and Easter celebrations, going on walks, cleaning the 

church, distributing food donations for the locals, talking with people, trying to catch some fish in the 

Arctic Ocean, and of course taking some pictures until my camera froze. I quickly learned that people 
there are very friendly and really appreciate the presence of a priest. I had the opportunity to hear their 

own language which is called Inuktitut. One word from this language I memorized very well. When I 

came to Taloyoak people told me: “Father, if you hear the word “Nanook”, run! It means that a polar 
bear is in the village and he is preparing a meal.”     

 

      
 

Holy Week celebrations are a little simpler than what I was used to and sometimes include a few 
surprizes.  For examples, on Holy Saturday, we had only a tiny fire because there was no wood to start a 

real fire except the wood from which the church was made. However, I made the decision to keep the 

mission in one piece.  I was lucky enough to find a piece of stick that I broke into little pieces to make a 

fire. Also, it was very interesting to listen to the Passion of Christ read in the Inuktitut language. I could 
really empathize with Jesus’ suffering and walked with Him up to the Calvary. I have to add that the 

parishioners really like to sing, so once someone starts a song, they sing all verses. I wish, I could sing with 

them my favorite song “Zapada Zmrok”, but instead I tried to sing Easter songs in Inuktitut. This is when 
I realized that the time spent singing with “Gitary Niepokalanej” [Oblate’s music band in Obra] did not go 

to waste. One more amusing thing for me was that the local people always take their shoes off and 

sometimes their socks when they enter the church. This was something new for me and challenging for 

them when they had to find their shoes again after Mass.  
 

Nevertheless, one thing stayed the same: the Holy Week and Triduum was at the centre of my trip to 

Nunavut. With 100% conviction, I can say: Christ resurrected in the hearts of the wonderful people of 
Taloyoak. 
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All in all the experience was excellent.  I was deeply touched by how appreciative the people were and 

how very happy they were to have a priest for Easter. This time was also very fruitful for me. The people I 

met showed me that the way to be unhappy is much longer that the way to be happy. I believe that we can 
all be happy in any circumstances in our lives. However, if we look for happiness in material things, we 

will never find it. Because true happiness is not a destination or a thing, but a state of being.  We’re 

different people and yet we all want to be happy. Why? Because each of us knows the taste of happiness. 

Each new day is a good chance to find it or to make someone the happiest person. All we need is the 
conviction that something priceless is waiting for each of us just around the corner. I found something like 

that just around the Polar Circle.  

  
I gained a new perspective and appreciation for the work our Oblate Fathers do up North. At the end, I 

would like to kindly thank Bishop Antoni Krótki OMI, Fr. Provincial Marian Gil OMI and Fr. Łukasz 

Zając OMI. These Oblates helped me to experience such a fruitful and marvelous time.    

Fr. Wojciech Stangel OMI 
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Lacombe Convocation 
 

From April 13th to 17th, OMI Lacombe Province organized their convocation which took place at Nav 

Centre in Cornwall, Ontario.  This extraordinary gathering brought together over 100 Oblates from across 

Canada and four Provincials from the US-Canada region.  There were a number of Oblates who – for 
health or other important reasons – could not attend the event.  As a beautiful gesture of inclusion, the 

organizing committee prepared a large board on which they placed pictures of the absentees.  Although 

not with us in person, they were with us in spirit.   
   

OMI Lacombe Province came together to reaffirm the process which took place in local communities 

reshaping the life of Oblate communities and redesigning the mission structure.  As a result of this process 

five mission centres have been established: 

 St. Joseph, Ottawa: Inner-city and young adults ministry 

 St. Patrick/St. Laurence, Hamilton: Inner-city and young  

adults ministry 

 St. Kateri, Winnipeg: Urban First Nations ministry 

 St. Joseph, Saskatoon: Inner-city and young adults ministry 

 Sacred Heart, Edmonton: Urban First Nations ministry 

 
It was interesting to see that all these mission centres have been rooted in the parish ministry.  Here is the 

explanation why they chose the parish as the base for their ministries.  According to Pope Francis, “The 

parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite 

different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and the community. 
(…) It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their 

journey, and a centre of constant missionary outreach” (EG 28). 

 
The Province had decided to organize their ministries  

into four categories:  
1) new missions they embrace,   3) ad personam,  

2) ongoing ministry,     4) missions they relinquish. 
 

They also decided to place special emphasis on internal ministries, which are as follows: 

 formation, vocation ministry, MAMI, directors of elder care residences, administration, etc.;   

 Oblate elders: ‘the invisible 100 or more’, ministry of prayer, wisdom, and vast missionary 

experience; 

 Oblate Associates: brothers and sisters;  

 Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation;  

 Young adults ministry;  

 Communication: website, newsletter;  

 MAMI: fundraising ministry. 
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One of the interesting exercises which stirred up lots of energy, passion, and enthusiasm were the 

following three questions for round table discussion: 1) What do we celebrate? 2) What do we lament? 3) 
What do we hope for?  It was interesting to see that even though there was a lot to lament for, there was 

also a lot of enthusiasm placed on the future and into the tasks that they hope for.   

 

One of the key moments during this meeting of older and younger members of OMI Lacombe Province 
was a Skype conversation with Fr. Superior General Louis Lougen OMI and General Councillor for US-

Canada Region Fr. Warren Brown OMI.  Father Superior General congratulated the leadership for taking 

on this initiative towards renewing Oblate life and mission.  He also emphasized the role of community 
life; new life that comes from deep conversion he calls “communion”.  Communion can take place 

between an individual and God but also in our communities when Christ is at the centre of our life.  There 

is no doubt that the Lacombe Province has done an enormous amount of work towards building one 

province since 2003 when six provinces came together to create a new entity, a unit called OMI Lacombe 
Province.  The ultimate point in all of this process is of course the conversion in Christ so as to respond to 

the Gospel more authentically each day as Oblates.  
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Arturo Mari in Canada  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Between April 24th and 30th, on the occasion of the first 

anniversary of the canonization and the first John Paul II 

Day in Canada, Polish Catholic Family Radio invited 
Mr. Arturo Mari to Canada to give a number of 

conferences.   

 
He began his career at age 16 in L'Osservatore Romano 

and the Vatican Newspaper.  His intention to take a 

picture of Pope Pius XII during the beatification 

ceremony led him to a career of a Papal Photographer.  
He spent over 50 years capturing photos of six popes and 

finally retired in 2007.   

 

While in Canada, Arturo Mari met with young people 
and adults at St. Eugene de Mazenod, St. Maximilian 

Kolbe, St. Casimir’s, and Holy Angels churches.  He 

spoke about St. John Paul II as a friend of youth, patron 
and defender of marriage and family, witness of prayer 

and unwavering faith, defender of human rights and 

dignity, as well as his sanctity and miracles.   

 
His talks were very well attended and met with much 

enthusiasm.  
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News from Madagascar 

 

Thank you for the news from Canada, as well as the financial support of our delegation and a donation 
from the former Canadian Provinces (Canadian Oblate Conference). 

 

We’re very happy to announce that we have three new Oblate priests.  They were ordained  in 

Fianarantsoa on February 8th, 2015.  In addition, we have five candidates ready to profess their perpetual 
vows.  Three of them study in Fianarantsoa, one in Cameroon, and one in Rome.  This year, for the very 

first time, I’m sending two scholastics to study in Poland.  Once they polish their Polish, they will begin 

studying Theology in Obra. 
 

We are constantly being asked to take on new missions.  Bishop of Morondava wants to give us a number 

of placements in the bush.  Archbishop of Toamasina has been asking us to establish two permanent 

Oblate missions in the bush: one in Volobe (where Fr. Stanislaw Oler works) and one in Ambodibonara.  
The Notre Dame de Cap Province is preparing visas for two of our Fathers, and Bishop from La Reunion 

island is requesting that we take over one more parish. 

 
Thanks to the financial support of your province, it is a lot easier for us to answer the call to mission in 

Madagascar.  As the former pastor from Morondava, I sincerely thank you for helping us establish a new 

parish – John Paul II Parish.  I have attached a few pictures to show you that we are currently building a 

brand new school – the John Paul II School – which we hope to have ready for the 2015/2016 school 
year.  The 5-acre land was purchased thanks to the help of the Assumption Province in Canada. 

 

        
Finally, Fr. Pawel Petelski OMI will soon travel to Canada for the Mission Co-op Program.  In about a 

month, after our Provincial Council, I will announce the name of a missionary who will travel to Canada 

to lead the Advent Retreat.   
 

May the good Lord bless the Oblates in Canada.   

Fr. Mariusz Kasperski OMI 
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Mission Co-op Missionary 
 
 

My name is Paweł Petelski.  I was born on November 2, 1976 in 

Olecko, Warminsk-Mazurski. I graduated high school in 1996 and 

that same year I entered the novitiate of the Missionary Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate in Świety Krzyz.  

 
I professed my first vows on September 8, 1997 and two weeks later I 

began studies at the Major Seminary in Obra. I professed my 

perpetual vows in 2001 in Obra and was ordained to the ministerial 

priesthood on June 21, 2003 at the hands of Bp. Stanisław Gądecki.  

 
Following my ordination, I studied in the Center for Mission 

Formation in Warsaw and in 2004 I travelled to Madagascar. After a 

few months spent learning Malgasy in Fianarantsoa I began my 

ministry in our largest mission in Marolambo, where I worked for 4 
years. This mission has almost 200 Christians communities and we 

had to travel to each one by foot as the terrain is mountainous and 

there are no roads.  
 
 

 
 

In 2009 I began my ministry in the mission in Ambinanindrano where I am still currently serving as a 

superior and treasurer. This mission is located in the bush and the best form of transportation is a 
motorcycle. Our car is 70 kilometers away from the mission because the road is not usable. My ministry 

involves pastoral work, primarily visiting Christians in the far bush. 


