
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..."  

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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It was a serene, quiet evening with the entire grotto lit 

up embellishing the beauty of The Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdesé 

Page 6 

Bp. Jacek Pyl was born in Poland on August 17, 1962. From 

early youth he displayed a great passion for the Russian language 

and also desire to preach the good news in Russia. During his 
novitiate in Swiety Krzyz, Poland, in order to improve his 

Russian in his spare time he rewrote the 500 page book òQuo 

Vadisó written by the famous author and Noble Prize winner 
Henryk Sienkiewicz. In 1989 he was sent to minister in the 

Ukraine where he spent the last 25 years. A year ago the Holy 

Father Pope Benedict XVI appointed him an auxiliary Bishop of 

the Diocese of Odessa-Simferopol.  

 
The diocese is a bit bigger than one third of Poland and has 
about 3,000 faithful.  It is a missionary territory which is slowly 

growing and within it, we face many challenges.  The diocese is 

presently split following the Russian take-over of Crimea. My co-

cathedral is situated in Simferopol in Crimea, where the Russian 
presence has taken-over while the diocesan bishop is in Odessa ð 

which is approximately 460 kilometers from Simferopol. 

Therefore, my diocesan bishop, Bishop Bronislaw Bernacki, is in 
Odessa and I am in Simferopol. Under my jurisdiction there are 

7 parishes and 13 priests. The entire diocese has 64 priests. 

 

An Oblate Bishop from Crimea  

Visiting Canada 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronislaw_Bernacki
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While being in Canada, Bp. Jacek Pyl presided over the Eucharist on August 10th at the Canadian 

Martyrõs Shrine in Midland with about 10,000 pilgrims of Polish decent from all over Ontario. During the 
homily he shared his missionary experience in the Ukraine and Crimea. He also visited several Oblate 

parishes in Ontario and met with many dignitaries including the Nuncio to Canada Luigi Bonazzi, the 

Archbishop of Toronto Cardinal Collins, the Ambassador of Religious Freedom in the Canadian 
Parliament Andrew Bennett (a new office established about two years ago by the Canadian government), 

Archbishop of Ottawa Terrance Prendergast, Member of Parliament Wladyslaw Lizon, Oblate 

communities and supporters of Oblate missions. The missionary experience of Bp. Jacek Pyl immensely 

enriched not only parishioners but also Oblates, deepening our knowledge about the present situation in 
the Ukraine and Crimea.  

Visiting Toronto 

Niagara Falls  

Ripleys Aquarium  of Canada 
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Bp. Jacek Pyl celebrating mass on September 15th for Assumption Province at the Provincial House in Toronto 

Bp. Jacek Pyl getting a tour of the Canadian Parliament by MP Wladyslaw Lizon 

Meeting with Archbishop of Ottawa Terrance Prendergast  
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Meeting with the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Canada,  

Most Rev. Luigi Bonazzi 

Celebrating mass at the Cathedral in 

Quebec City 


