
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..."  

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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In this way, he hoped the sculpture would better relate to 

youth and studentsé 
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About a year ago, I shared with you a story about an oak tree 

which grew behind our garage at the provincial house. At that 

time, a professional  tree remover decided to inspect the 100 year-

old oak tree which had withered branches.  

This story reminds us about the parable of a fig tree that does not 

bring fruit (Lk 13, 6-8). As it was in the biblical story, the same 

happened to the oak tree which overshadowed our garage. It was 

left for a year to regain its life. Unfortunately after this period of 

time, the tree not only didnõt show any new signs of life but 

completely withered.  
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Below, you can see a few pictures showing the process of removal of this tree, which can also symbolize 

passing away of material things. The month of November gives us an opportunity to ponder on the 

mystery of the passing world around us and upon our own spiritual life. Just recently, I heard the 

following  statement that "today people live more by time than by a compass ð conscience", which means 

that we live more by what is happening around us instead of what is really happening inside of us. The 

process of preparation for the 200th anniversary of our congregation gives us this opportunity to go 

deeper in our spiritual life and see what are the driving forces that inspire our religious life and our 

ministry. 
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In August 18th ð 28th, I took part in an international 
prayer meeting in the Holy Land. The gathering was 
organized by an ecumenical-prayer movement called 
Maranatha. The founder of this movement is Andre-
Joseph Leonard, Archbishop of Brussels and Primate of 

Belgium. The Archbishop explained the goal of 
Maranatha as: òHumanity is sick and in need of conversion. 
In working with a group of truly motivated lay people, it has 
become very important to me to start a prayer movement for the 
renewal of faith, to heal the heart and humanity. It is an 
international ecumenical movement to unite Christians of 
different denominations. We are convinced that only God can 
save us from the abyss and restore our hope. We named this 
movement Maranatha, inspired by the second to last verse of 

the bible: òCome, Lord Jesusó.ó (Revelation John 22:20).  

 

 

 A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

The goal of this meeting was to pray for the healing of the hearts and for the support of Christians living there, who 

are a minority in Israel and do not feel safe. Vicka Ivankovic ð Mijatovic, a woman living in Medjugorje, was 
present at the gathering. She is one of the people who has apparitions of the Mother of God. Mary comes to her 
every day for the past 33 years. There were 550 people present from around the world.  

 
During the day we visited holy places. In the evenings, we would gather together and pray the rosary and celebrate 
the Eucharist. It was during this time, while we prayed the rosary, that Mary would reveal herself. There were 
more than 2,500 faithful present at the apparition and prayer in the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth. 

About 20 priests concelebrated, headed by bishop Maruzzo of Nazareth and Leonardo. Vicka said that the Mother 
of God was overjoyed by the crowd gathered and blessed everyone present. I would like to underline Vickaõs focus 
during the apparition and prayer. You could see her joy, devotion to prayer and the incredible strength that only 
God can give. 

 
During our stay in Jerusalem, we celebrated holy mass in the garden of Gethsemane. It was celebrated by 

Archbishop Leonard in a very humble and focused manner. It is not hard to see in him a man full of culture and 
deep faith. After meeting him, I now know why he is hated by certain environments in Belgium.  

 
During the apparition itself, Vicka ð as always ð was surrounded by a crowd of faithful an standing facing the 
direction of Jerusalem. Everyone could see the joy in her face as Mary revealed herself.  

 
I thank God that I could participate in this pilgrimage. Visiting 
holy places where the most important religious events took 
place, where Jesus saved us from sin and evil, strengthened my 
relationship with Jesus and Mary. A new experience for me 
was meeting a visionary from Medjugorje. We know that the 
apparitions are not yet approved by the Magisterium of the 
Church. Seeing Vicka ð in full joy, true faith and serenity 
shows that this person is devoted to God. Her message 
communicated by Mary, which I was able to hear, is 
consistent with the spirit of the Gospel. It teaches humility and 
trust that òJesus Christ came into the world to bring salvation 

to sinners, of whom I am the first.ó 
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Towards the end of summer vacation each year and just prior to the Labour Day long weekend of 

September, the parishioners of St. Maryõs Parish in Wilno, Ontario, begin preparations to host a huge 

crowd of visitors who gather for the Annual Chicken Dinner.  The meal is served on the Sunday 

afternoon of that weekend to a crowd usually numbering between 1900 and 2000 people.   

It is a homecoming of sorts for former parishioners and children of families who have moved to 

neighbouring cities for school or work and they come back home to work at the meal; to volunteer their 

time; to visit with family or just for the fabulous home-cooked meal as part of tradition.  Planning for this 

event begins almost as soon as the previous yearõs meal concludes and much work has taken place by the 

convener and volunteers from the parish along with the parish priest.   

 

St. Maryõs Parish Annual Chicken Supper 

 
  

The Chicken Dinner is a tradition which has occurred every year for over 75 years.  It had relatively 

modest beginnings initiated by the parish priest around the year 1936 to celebrate the bounty of Godõs 

blessings at harvest time.  It was meant primarily as a gathering for parishioners of the then St. Stanislaus 

Parish. They brought what they could to share and celebrate amongst each other.   

After the destruction of St. Stanislausõ Church by fire in 1939, the then pastor, Fr. Edward Wilowski, 

initiated the event as a means of raising funds for the construction of a new edifice for worship which 

would become St Maryõs Church, formally dedicated as Kosciol N.M.P. Krolowej Korony Polski.  

Parishioners were expected to bring for donation all of the materials that would be needed to feed visitors 

who would pay for their meal.  Of course, the building of the church and the infancy of the event were 

taking place during very difficult times in world history.  The Great Depression as well as World War II 

meant that people had little of their own but yet the means was found to share with others.  Each family 

was ôexpectedõ to bring a certain quota, for instance:  five chickens, a bag of potatoes or carrots, cabbages, 

desserts, etc.  Initially, it was not just a meal of chicken; other meats were also contributed and it wasnõt 

until later that it was established as a Chicken Dinner.   

The fundraising aspect of the meal has not changed over the years and it still remains as one of the major 
sources of income for the parish.  Parishioners continue to contribute as much as possible today for the 
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meal in produce they have raised through the year or financially.  Games of chance and draw tickets that 

feature articles or prizes have also been given as donations. 

It is not just the physical structure or financial well-being that is built and nurtured   through this working-

bee.  Fr. Wilowski was a wise person who must have realized there was more to the four and five days 

when people gathered to volunteer their time and work in the basement of the church.  It is the spiritual 

church and the social life of the community that is fed by the sweat and time so freely given by the two 

hundred or so volunteers.  In some cases they are the sixth and seventh generations of the original 

families of Polish-Kashub settlers that immigrated to this area in the 1850õs.  They work side by side with 

more recent Polish and non-Polish residents sharing more than just their time but perhaps a word or two 

in each otherõs language along with a song or two.   

Visitors arrive early on this day, many as early as 10 am for the Mass which is regularly celebrated in 

Polish. The meal starts at 1:00 pm and continues until 6:00 pm and volunteers donõt leave for home until 

all is cleaned up afterward.   Many visitors have been attending as a family tradition for as long as they 

remember.  Some drive in for the weekend from neighboring cities; Toronto, Brampton, Mississauga, 

Ottawa, Montreal and occasionally even from the U.S.A.  By the time the event concludes around 8:00 

pm,  many of the volunteers have now been present in the church basement over a period of four or more 

days; working, laughing, sharing and giving back of the bounty they believe has been given them in Godõs 

generous blessings.   

Visiti ng clergy, as well as new pastors who come to St. Maryõs are surprised if not shocked by the 

ôcommunity in actionõ:  Godõs Spirit, alive in the people of Wilno and of St. Maryõs Parish. 

 


