
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..."  

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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On August 15th, 2012 we celebrated the Feast of the Assumption of 

the Blessed Mother, our Provincial Feast! 

We began our celebration with the Holy Eucharist presided by Fr. Marian 

Gil, Provincial of the Assumption Province. For this event many Oblates 

from our Province and other Provinces along with Honourary Oblates and 

families of our Oblates joined our gathering at the Provincial House and 

shared a beautiful outdoor lunch together following mass. We thank you all 

for helping us celebrate this very special day for the Assumption Province.  

Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother 



 

 

 

 2 
 

July - August 2012                                                                                                                   Volume 11 No. 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Lunch at the Provincial House following Holy Mass. 

Many Oblates came from afar. 

 Families of our Oblates. 

Mr. & Mrs. Skibinski HOMI with Fr. Jan Wadolowski 
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This past July marked the 65th anniversary of the death of Brother Anthony 

Kowalczyk OMI. Good Brother Ave, as he was called, passed away in the opinion 

of sanctity on July 10th, 1947. He did not preach sermons or catechize but he 

honestly fulfilled his daily duties. He was a mechanic, driver, porter, gardeneré but 

above all, always and in every moment, he was a prayerful religious. He was not a 

lecturer but he taught youth in his own way. He didnõt teach them using words but 

by the example of his own life: he was available to them whenever they needed his 

help. He won their hearts over with prayer, discreteness regarding problems and his 

humility. He spent long hours in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  He could often be 

found kneeling in the chapel in front of the Blessed Motherõs altar, whose Oblate he 

was. Many believed they owed the development and faithfulness to their vocation to 

Br. Ave: his prayer, his words and especially his example of religious life. Always 

smiling but quiet, he tried to answer all questions. 

Br. Anthony Kowalczyk OMI  

The process of elevating a candidate to the altar usually takes a very long time. For our Brother Oblate this journey 

began in 1952, 5 years after his death. During the information stage in the Archdiocese of Edmonton, where 

Brother Anthony died, 44 witnesses were interviewed (21 Oblates, 15 lay people, 5 nuns and 3 non-Oblate priests). 

In 1966 the collected documents were transferred to Rome. On June 1, 1979 the Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints confirmed the validity of the information process. On September 23, 1982 in Edmonton, the couple-month 

apostolic process began. During this time 24 witness testimonies were collected (10 Oblates, 11 lay people, 2 nuns 

and 1 non-Oblate priest). On June 30, 1984 Fr. Ambrogio Eszer OP was appointed Relator General of the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints. Together with the Postulator General Fr. James M. FitzPatrick OMI  and 

Fr. Nicola Ferrara, they began to work on the Positio super vita et virtutibus, which proves the heroic virtues of Br. 

Anthony. Published on paper in 1993, the Positio consists of two chapters: the first, with Br. Anthonyõs biography, 

his virtues and life according to the evangelical counsels; the second, with all documents from the information 

process from 1952 and the apostolic process from 1982-1983. This two-volume masterpiece was approved by the 

Relator General on January 28, 1994. 

On December 15, 2011, a team of theologians reanalyzed the heroic virtues of Brother Anthony, a religious loyal to 

his vocation, living simply, humbly and devoted to others and ready to serve, always available. One theologian 

even expressed critical observations regarding Br. Anthonyõs certain actions. The final evaluation of Br. Anthonyõs 

heroic virtues was positively accepted with a vote of 9 out of a possible 9. One of the consultants refrained (placet 

iuxta modum) and another presented certain aspects for further review (ad mentem). Psychological expertise 

regarding Br. Anthonyõs temperament, character and behaviour ordered òex officioó, which erased above 

mentioned doubts. A choleric temperament, constantly being surrounded by people of a different culture, and 

language barriers meant that Brother Anthony sometimes reacted too hastily. This does not mean that he was not 

working on controlling his reactions. The combined written testimony of theologians, psychological expertise and 

explanations from the current Postulator General, Fr. Joaquin Martinez Vega OMI, have resulted in a 

book containing 158 pages. 
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What is next? The aforementioned book with the theological opinion regarding the heroic virtues practiced by Br. 

Anthony Kowalczyk will be a basis for Cardinals and Bishops. This opinion will be the last step before the cause is 

presented to the Holy Father for his evaluation and final decision. If the Pope recognizes our Brother Oblate as 

worthy of Holiness, he will be named òVenerable.ó 

In order for beatification to take place, there must be a miracle attributed to the intercession of Br. Anthony. First 

there must be a process at the diocesan level where the given miracle happened. For the past few years, Fr. Albert 

Lalonde OMI from Winnipeg, a member of the Lacombe Province, has been responsible for miracles. He collects 

proof and medical documentation regarding alleged miracles and healings. The documentation is prepared based 

on the opinions of medical experts and will go to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, where it will once 

again undergo detailed analysis and the assessment of doctors and theologians. 

The cause of Br. Anthony Kowalczyk OMI is currently the most advanced Oblate case at the Congregation for the 

Causes of Saints. I invite you, Brother Oblates, to promote the Servant of God Br. Anthony among the people 

whom you work with and surround your life. We need a proven miracle for his beatification and another for his 

canonization. Let us ask Br. Anthony for his intercession for those who need healing of the body and spirit. In this 

way we will contribute to his beatification so that more people can learn about the humble and prayerful Brother 

Ave, who as a religious honestly fulfilling his work and responsibilities, was included among the Blessed. I hope 

that the anniversary of his death will soon be officially celebrated as his birth in Heaven. 

Fr. Miroslaw Olszewski OMI  

 

The Positio Super Vita et Virtutibus, a two-volume 
masterpiece approved by the Relator General on 

January 28, 1994. 
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The Call of Jesus Christ 
  
òThe call of Jesus Christó begins the text of our constitutions and rules describing the nature of our vocation, 
aspiring for, as St. Eugene called for in the preface, for men afire with zeal for menõs salvation, priests not given to 
their own interests, solidly grounded in virtue ð in a word, apostolic men deeply conscious of the need to reform 
themselves, men who would labour with all the resources at their command to convert others. 
 
Missioned by the Assumption Province, I commenced my vocation ministry as of August 1, 2012 with great hope 
that together as priests and brothers in our province we will be able to assist young men in their discernment and 
response to follow in the footsteps of Jesus along with St. Eugene as Oblates. 
 
I am aware that one single person cannot have an impact on the vocation awareness in comparison to our 
combined effort. òThe community of the apostles with Jesus is the model of our life.  Our Lord é today binds us together in 

charity and obedience to create anew in our lives the Apostlesõ unity with him and their common mission in the Spiritó. Says 

our Constitution # 3. 
 

We are all responsible for this mission and the responsibility to cooperate with brother Oblates animated by the 
Holy Spirit to intensify the efforts of cooperation with the Saviour in calling young men to become Oblates. 
 
I began my vocation ministry with the blessing of four intensive workshops for new vocation directors in Chicago 
from the middle of July.  
 

While meeting with about 40 vocation directors from all over the world, we were given invaluable input for this 
specific ministry by Fr. Raymond Carey, PhD on Behavioral Assessment and Ethics in Vocation Ministry . I hope 
to share more of this practical application with you in the near future. We had extensive introduction into vocation 
ministry and communication issues of it within todayõs world. 
 
All in all, two and a half of weeks of information needs to be unpacked and systematized for our setup of the 
ministry and applied creatively for vocation ministry. 
 
I urge you my brother Oblates to continue to pray for vocations and identify young men with possible calling. After 
meeting with vocation directors from Lacombe and US provinces as well as the Formation staff from the novitiate 
in Godfrey, and drawing from their experience, in the first year of my vocation ministry, I intend to be present in 
all of our parishes and ministry placements for a week or two, with homilies and vocation animation as possible in 
groups and organizations. 
 

 

Fr. James Osendorf, CM; Fr. Kenneth Keke, SSJ; Mr. Ed Murphy,  

for the Order Friar Servants of Mary; and Fr. Mitch Burdzy, OMI 

Fr. Timothy Armbruster, CPPS; James Osendorf, CM; Mr. Edward Murphy, for 

the Order Friar Servants of Mary, Fr. Brian Culley, CMF; Fr. Mitch Burdzy, 

OMI; Sr. Elizabeth Marisol Cruz, CCVI; and Sr. Maria Eleanor, CVI. 


