
 
 

 

"Your destiny is to be apostles, and so tend within your hearts the 
sacred fire that the Holy Spirit lights there..."  

- St. Eugene de Mazenod - 
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òNew evangelization is not about new programs or new 

techniques but about new love and passion for the person 

whose name is Jesus Christ.ó 
Page 8 

A message from the Provincial 
òEngaged in Becoming Holyó 

 
During the first week of Lent, four gentlemen showed up at our 

backyard looking at an over 100 year-old oak tree which is 

located behind our garage. I learned that they came to remove 

this tree because some of the branches are dead and the heart of 

the tree is corrupted by insects.  

After a few hours of pruning the 

tree, they said that they removed 

only the dead branches and will 

leave the rest of it until the spring 

after which they will decide if the 

tree is going to revive its strength 

or will be cut down completely. I 

must acknowledge I was amazed 

at how well they are organized 

and how quickly they can climb 

the tree and remove even big 

branches using ropes and not 

destroying any surroundings.  
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This image of a pruned tree seems to me to fit very well to the season of Lent. Our last 

chapter as well as our recent Study Days and the Year of Faith invite us to look more 

carefully at the condition of our spiritual life. During this holy season, we have an 

opportunity to see what is dead, what is not functioning well and what is corrupted in us. 

In order to bring life we have to cut off certain òbranchesó to regain spiritual strength and 

energy. Fr. Superior General in his letter for February 17th, encourages us to look more 

deeply at our personal and community life in order to revive our Oblate charism in our 

congregation. 

"In the days around February 17th, a day of great grace for us, I invite you to read prayerfully 

the Preface and numbers 1 to 44 of the Constitutions and Rules to which 

we publicly committed ourselves. Allow the Constitutions to question you, to call you to 

change and to deepen and enliven your Oblate life with fresh zeal. I believe the Spirit is urging 

us to do so, offering us a time of grace and renewal, so that we change and embrace fully our 

Oblate way of life with passion". 

This holy season which God brings us every year is an opportunity for each one of us to 

deepen our relationship with Jesus which will result with deeper faith. Pope Benedict XVI 

at the conclusion of Lenten spiritual exercises said that òbelieving is nothing other than 

touching the hand of God in the darkness of the world and thus, in silence, to hear the Word, to see 

Love.ó  

I would like to wish each one of us that during this holy season, we have Godõs courage 

to touch the hand of God and undertake commitments which will help us to grow 

spiritually and enter Easter with a renewed heart and spirit.  

Fr. Marian Gil OMI  

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YDsfnpEgz4AgBM&tbnid=ab_oYIThpxmjJM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwADgi&url=http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/hostedsites/org.asp?p=22&ID=8095&ei=XCwxUZ7mB8r62QXw84HACg&psig=AFQjCNGdXntkRhPwKFCohl_2O48IIjRHXQ&ust=1362263516163127


 

 

 

 3 
 

January - February 2013                                                                                                                   Volume 12 No. 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Krzysztof Zielenda OMI, from the Oblate Province of Cameroon from the 

Region Africa-Madagascar, is spending his sabbatical in Assumption 

Province helping out at St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish and visiting Oblate 

communities in the Toronto area. We welcome him and wish him many 

blessings as he is trying to experience a little different climate compared to 

Africa.  

 

From January 28th ð 29th, 2013 a Provincial Council meeting of the Polish Province took place in Poznan 

at the Provincial House with the attendance of superiors of Oblate communities from Poland as well as 
superiors of Polish Province Delegations. During this meeting the Provincial of the Assumption Province 

had the chance to elaborate about the ministry of the Province, membership and future plans, 
emphasising that just recently we have appointed a full-time vocation director, MAMI director and are 
still in the process of creating an Oblate Youth Evangelization Team.  

 
Collaborations between the two Provinces goes back to the beginning of the establishment of Assumption 

Province. Mutual support and collaboration is a key element of our coexistence. The Provincial also 
mentioned also that our Province is open to opportunities for pastoral experiences of scholastics from 

Obra as well as sabbatical experience in the Province. At the present time, we are happy to host in our 
Province Fr. Jozef Kowalik OMI, Fr. Krzysztof Zielenda OMI and Fr. Robert Zukowski OMI who are 
renewing their spiritual life and pastoral zeal as they reside in our Province.  

 
Assumption Province will continue to support formation in Poland and also Polish Delegations and will 

continue inviting missionaries from Poland for Lenten Missions.  We count on personnel from the Polish 
Province so that we are able to staff properly our ministry and reach out in a more effective way to young 

people, families and those who are outside the Church. Fr. Provincial thanked the Polish Province for 
their openness, kind support and understanding of our personnel needs. 

Polish Province Provincial Council Meeting 
  

Fr. Jozef Kowalik OMI , from the Polish Province, is spending time in the 

Assumption Province helping out in St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in 

Brampton. Fr. Kowalik  has visited our Province in past years. We greet 

him again warmly and wish him many Lordõs blessings.  

 

Fr. Robert Zukowski OMI , from the Polish Province, is spending his 

sabbatical in Assumption Province helping at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

St. Catharines. We welcome Fr. Robert sincerely and wish him many 

blessings and graces in his religious life. 

 

http://www.google.pl/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IoE8ZR4BEJwReM&tbnid=OXhYnr1E-t0nfM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omiworld.org%2Finformation.asp%3FiID%3D444%26N%3D%26pag%3D4&ei=WCoxUeP2M4Hg2QX95oGQBw&psig=AFQjCNFZ9wbcsOQJH9k_jL08q4nx9TCbhQ&ust=1362263000884395
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Assumption Province decided to sponsor the 

renovation of the statue of our Oblate 

Madonna at our General House. The 

Madonna after the renovations looks very 

beautiful. Fr. Superior General, responding 

to our gift, wrote a very moving letter which 

I encourage you to read.  

 

 

 

Restoring the Oblate Madonna 
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Jesus calls and expects us to follow! Vocations to 
religious life and priesthood are abundant. How to 

discern them? How to help young men to discover 
their priestly vocation and follow in Jesusõ footsteps 

as Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate? 

 
Reflecting on our last study days it seems clear that 

we are all responsible for nourishing the people we 
serve in their growth of faith and realizing their 

God given potentials. It all goes hand in hand. We 
are called to serve our brothers and sisters in our 

parishes and other ministry placements in such a 
way that they would find Jesus, get close to Him 

and follow Him daily.  
 

Searching for Vocations 
  

If we will be dynamic Catholics: priests and brothers, we will lead others to be dynamic catholic, and to 

take responsibility for the faith, to respond to Jesusõ call and to follow Jesus more faithfully. Dynamic 
Catholic means a great potential for more vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Prayer, study, 
generosity, and evangelization are the four characteristics of being dynamic Catholics, according to our 

presenter on Study Days. These four characteristics we ought to practice and share day in and day out 
with people we serve, inviting them to grow in small steps, little by little. How easy! And yet how hard it 

comes. As the year 2013 develops into new potentials and possibilities, there is hope that we all grow in 
the above characteristics and become more dynamic Catholics in ministry and life. 

 
I invite you to pray for the cause of vocations, for the parishes Iõll visit in the next months, and for the 
young people you and I will meet and encounter in our ministry. 

 
I invite you please, to take into consideration the idea of òCome and See OMIó. If each of our parishes, 

communities could become hospitable in showing young men how we live, pray, minister and rest, as the 
studies of various congregationõs efforts show. That would create more possibilities for young people to 

choose our way of life. Please invite young men to visit your community for breviary, a meal, a time to 
share in the responsibility of our ministry. Iõm available as a resource. I can provide you with a possible 
program outline, or if you choose to invite me, I will come happily to be present in person. 

 
Following my ministry in Eastern Canada in the fall of 2012, I will be spending much of the winter and 

spring 2013 in western Canada. I assure all of you, my brothers, of my prayer for you and your ministry 
and ask you to remember me in your prayers. 

 
In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate.  
Fr. Mieczysğaw Burdzy, OMI  

 

Driving to Western 

Canada promoting 

vocations! 
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Holy Ghost Parish Oplatek  

A tradition in our parish is when parishioners and 

guests gather together to celebrate and participate 

in our annual Christmas event. This year, our 

annual oplatek took place on January 6, 2013. The 

program began with a presentation of the 

traditional nativity play performed by 

the Parish Theater Group under the direction 

of our Associate Pastor, Fr. Tomasz Krzesik, OMI 

and parishioner, Malgosia KobyliŒska. The actors 

in the play(all parish volunteers) and organizers of 

this presentation received immense applause 

from all those in attendance. Beautiful singing of 

traditional Christmas carols made for a very 

pleasant and joyous atmosphere; followed by the 

sharing of the Christmas wafer as a sign of charity, 

unity and friendship. The celebration continued 

with  a Christmas dinner prepared by the Catholic 

Women's League. Once again, the ladies of the 

League stood up to the task, and no one walked 

away hungry. Knights of Columbus assisted the 

ladies with the serving of dinner and refreshments. 

The tickets were sold out and the parish hall was 

full to capacity, approximately 360 people.   

Following the dinner, a surprise birthday cake with 

lit candles was brought out celebrating the birthday 

of our pastor, Fr. Maciej Pajak, OMI. All joined in 

the joyful singing of Sto Lat with a beautiful toast 

and wishes to Fr. Maciej on behalf of the parish, 

presented by Fr. Tomasz Krzesik, OMI. 

This year's Christmas gathering was held in a very 

warm family atmosphere, and once again we have 

experienced a special camaraderie and 

fellowship with others, who usually just meet for 

prayer in our church on Sundays. 

Betty Pietkiewicz 
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òMom, did you hear that our Pastor becameé Pastor!!! You must not have 

heard it right, dear? But, I did mom ð Fr. Wojciech said so from the pulpit!ó 

Blessed are the mouths that proclaim the joyous news! 
 

After 12 years of watching over the fledgling mission, known today 
as St. Eugene de Mazenod parish, become a reality, the obvious has 

been confirmed by his Eminence, Thomas Cardinal Collins. On 
December 6th, 2012 Cardinal Collins appointed Fr. Adam Filas OMI 

the very first pastor of St. Eugene parish, effective January 1, 2013. 
Not only was it a proud moment, but it was capstone occasion for 
Fr. Adamõs vision, prayers and efforts in this Millennium Project. 

 
It came as a surprise for most to learn that all this time, Fr. Adam 

Filas OMI, known to many simply as Fr. Pastor and respected for 
the dedication to this office, was de facto, an administrator of St. 

Eugene de Mazenod Mission. When the walls of our glorious church 
went up and St. Eugene de Mazenod church was consecrated, we 

did not think for a moment that we were not a parish, or that Fr. 
Adam was not our Pastor! 
 

Installation of First Pastor at St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish  

We rejoice with you Fr. Adam, and we thank God for your 

vision, your dedication, your energy, and your prayer life. The 
ceremony of your installation on Sunday, January 13, 2013, was 

right and fitting for you, as attested in his homily by Most 
Reverend Bishop John Boissonneau, presiding over your 
installation. Guests from federal, provincial and local levels of 

government, including Wğadysğaw Lizon MP, and your long-

time friend, mayor of Brampton, Susan Fennell, came to witness 

this momentous occasion and to congratulate you. Standing 
shoulder to shoulder with you were Fr. Provincial Marian Gil 

OMI, and Fr. Chris Pulchny OMI, former provincial, your 
brothers in oblation, thanks to whose foresight and good-will, 
your vision of this Millennium Church and the Millennium 

Project is nearing its completion. 
 

Fr. Adam, thank you for truly being a shepherd to all of us over 
the years. We never thought of you anything else but our Fr. 

Pastor! 
 

Fr. Peter Nowak OMI 
 


